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Refuge 
By Mary J. Galbraith 


* Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him.'’ — Psalm 103 +13. 


S WHEN a little frightened child, 
Oppressed by strange alarms, 
Runs swift and straight to father’s side 
And climbs into his arms, 
So we, too, throw our troubled selves 
Upon our Father’s breast 
And there, in trembling, wordless prayer, 
We cling — and trust — and rest. 








When Delay Is Not Denial 


We are so quick to think that delayed answer 
to prayer means that the prayer is not going to be 
answered. Dr. Stuart Holden has said truly: “Many 
a time we pray, and are prone to interpret God’s si- 
lence as a denial of our petitions. Whereas, in 
truth, he only defers their fulfillment until such time 
as we ourselves are ready. to co-operate to the full 
in his purposes. Prayer registered in Heaven is 
prayer dealt with, although the vision still tarries. 
And faith is trained to its supreme mission under 
the discipline of patience. The man who can wait 
God’s time, knowing that He edits his prayer in wis- 
dom and affection, wilf always discover that He never 
comes to his aid one minute too soon or too late.” 
The daily page in the Keswick Calendar that quotes 
this adds the quatrain: 


Trials make the promise sweet, 
Trials give hew life to prayer, 
Trials bring me to His feet, 
Lay me low, and keep me there! 


God’s delay in answering the prayer of our longing 
heart is the most loving thing God can do. He 
may be waiting for us to come closer to him, pros- 
trate ourselves at his feet, and abide there in trust- 
ful submission, that his granting of the longed-for 
answer may mean infinitely greater blessing than 
if. we received it anywhere else than in the dust at 


his feet. 
— 
As the Signs Multiply 


God’s Word gives us many signs that are to 
indicate the end of the age in relation to Israel and 
the world. Both Old Testament and New describe 
these minutely, and one must be blind to the Scrip- 
tures who fails to see the increasing fulfillment of 
these sign-predictions in present-day events. One 
overwhelming note sounds out through the prophecies: 
the age will end in turmoil, confusion, disaster, and 
tragedy for both Israel and the world because of 
their rejection of Christ. Yet the end of the age is 
not the end of the world—either for Israel or for 
mankind, but will be followed by a new beginning of 
‘great blessing and opportunity. In a personal letter 
to a friend from whom a loved one had been taken 


to be with the Lord, Miss Christabel Pankhurst 
writes: “It is not for long —that is a comforting 
thought, and those who are called away now are 
perhaps spared much. Truly the signs are hastening 
on. This summer the 17th Zionist Congress will be 
held and may make decisfons of meaning to us, and 
there is talk also of an Arab-Zionist Round Table 
Conference which may also give us light upon the 
situation, prophetically speaking, if it should take 
place.” Commenting on the economic and _ financial 
depression that is affecting so many Miss Pankhurst 
writes: “Meantime this and other trials have dis- 
posed people to hear and receive as never before the 
Good News of the kingdom which our Lord has 
committed to his people as a message to all the world 
and every nation in these latter days.” Let us be 
faithful to our stewardship in telling men everywhere of 
“that blessed hope” of our Lord’s return. The deepen- 
ing darkness of the hour is but one of the many signs 
that the Sun of righteousness will soon usher in the 
dawn of a new day. 
a” 


Britain Befriends the Jews Again 


“T will bless them that bless thee,” said God to 
Abram, and the promise stands. Great Britain has 
long been a friend of Israel. Christians and Jews 
alike were therefore distressed, last October, when 
Lord Passfield, British Colonial Secretary, issued his 
White Paper, which was so sharply criticized by 
former Prime Ministers Stanley Baldwin and Lloyd 
George, repudiating the Balfour Declaration and,’ as 
the President of the American Jewish Congress said, 
“breaking faith not alone with the Jews, but with all 
mankind.” The ominous significance of that action 
was discussed in THe Sunpay ScnHoot Times of De- 
cember 20 in a leading article by Thomas M. Chal- 
mers. It was a welcome piece of news, therefore, 
that circled the globe last month reporting Prime 
Minister Ramsay MacDonald’s letter to Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, the Zionist leader, which goes far to re- 
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verse the earlier unfortunate manifesto. Mr. Mac- 
Donald wrote: “His Majesty’s Government will con- 
tinue to administer Palestine in accordance with the 
terms of the mandate as approved by the Council of 
the League of Nations. This is an international obli- 
gation from which there can be no question of reced- 
ing.” “The new statement grants clear concessions 
on the point of immigration,” and it is understood as 
encouraging Jewish settlement in Palestine, while 
stipulating that Jews and Arabs be equally repre- 
sented on the commission to control the new Pales- 
tine development scheme. Influential Arabs in Pales- 
tine are taking sharp exception to MacDonald’s 
declaration — which is to be expected. An Indian 
Moslem leader, Shaukat Ali, in a public address in 
Jerusalem has exhorted the Arabs: “I don’t wish to 
massacre our enemies, but I deplore your weakness in 
allowing them to subjugate you in this—our Holy 
Land. ... Resolve that strangers will never capture 
your hearts and souls.” But Ishmael is the stranger, 
not Isaac. ~The Arabs came to birth in an act of 
sin, unbelief, and rebellion against God. God said 
of Ishmael: “He will be a wild man; his hand 
will be against every man, and every man’s hand 
against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of 
all his brethren” (Gen. 16:12). Again: “I will 
make him a great nation. BUT my covenant will 
I establish with Isaac” (Gen. 17:21). Nineteen 
centuries after Ishmael’s birth Paul wrote by in- 
spiration: “As then he that was born after the 
flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, 
even so it is now. ... Cast out the bondwoman and 
her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be 
heir with the son of the freewoman” (Gal. 4: 20, 
30). Still another nineteen centuries have passed 
since Paul wrote this, and “even so it is now.’ God's 
hand is seen in Britain’s latest word, and He is evi- 
dently moving to enable the Jews to return in much 
greater numbers to do a vast development work in 
the covenanted land. But the Zionist leaders must 
be taught by judgment that the Lord cannot brook 
much longer their rejection of his Son. 


“Come, O Breath, and Breathe’ 


bones he was commanded of God to “say to 

the wind, ... Come... O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live’ (Ezek. 37:9). 
The prophet’s prayer constitutes the cry of the 
Church, “Come, O breath, and breathe.” It is to 
be feared that we become weary of being oft re- 
minded that our only hope is a mighty breathing of 
the Spirit upon the people.of God so that they shall 
rise up into an ariny alert and quickened by the life 
of God. When Ezekiel uttered the cry he spoke 
words given to him by God. The present crisis in 
Christian circles needs Ezekiel-like souls, who, en- 
tering into the secret place, listen first for the words 
from God’s mouth and then speak at his command, 
“Come, O breath, and breathe” upon the land. Our 
God will hear —he is pledged to it. Our experience 
and observation witness to it. God will avenge his 
own elect, and that speedily. As an illustration of 
his operations I cull a page out of my own experi- 
ence in Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh. I am the more 
emboldened to do so by the fact that quite recently 
The Christian Herald of London said: “Such a 
movement resulted in the present building and the 
manifold activities of the church. Charlotte Chapel 
stands with its membership of about one thousand 
as a monument of the revival work of twenty years 
ago. And not only so, but the revival influence is 
perpetuated in many ways.” Here is the story of 
those unforgettable days, as I wrote it then. 


On a Saturday, December 29, 1905, our monthly con- 


W bores Ezekiel was given his vision of the dry 


Many will welcome this remarkable narrative, in the 
series of editorials on Revival by the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp, 
pastor of*the Baptist Tabernacle, Auckland, New Zea- 
land, telling the wonderful story of the prayer revival that 
revolutionized. the Baptist church in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
known ‘as* Charlotte Chapel; of which the minister is now 
W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. 


ference and evening meeting were addressed by 
friends who had previously experienced a quickening 
in their own souls, and their testimony, given in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, awakened longings in*the 
hearts of many for revival. One and another — 
some secretly, some publicly —claimed divine anoint- 
ing for service.. Some who went home that Saturday 
night could not sleep.. One brother told the next day 
how the deep conviction that the revival so long 
prayed for was at hand had kept him awake for the 
most of the night. A singular and remarkable thing 
is that many who were not present at these meetings 
had at the same time the impression borne in on 
them that the Lord was about to work. 

The meetings on Lord’s day were marked by ar 
earnest outgoing of the soul to God in prayer, and 
a~passionately expressed desire for the salvation of 
men, all of which told of the dealings many had had 
— Jacob-like — with God alone. It was, however, at 
a late prayer-meeting held that evening at nine-thirty, 
that the fire of God fell. There was nothing, hu- 
manly speaking, to account for what happened. Quite 
suddenly, upon one and another came an overwhelm- 
ing sense of the reality and awfulness of his pres- 
ence and of eternal things. Life, death, and eternity 
seemed suddenly laid bare. Prayer and weeping 
began, and gained in intensity every moment. As on 
the day of laying the foundation of the second tem- 
ple, “the people could .not discern the noise of the 
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the 
people” (Ezra 3:13). One was overwhelmed be- 
fore the sudden bursting of the bounds. Could it 
be real? We looked up and asked for clear direc- 
tions, and all we knew of guidance was, “Do noth- 
ing.” Friends who were gathered sang on their 
knees.. Each seemed to sing, and each seemed to 
pray, oblivious of one another. Then the prayer 
broke out again, waves and waves of prayer; and 
the midnight hour was seached. The hours had 
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passed like minutes. It is useless being a spectator 
looking on, or praying for it in order to catch its 
spirit and breath. It is necessary to be in it, praying 
in it, part of it, caught by the same power, swept by 
the same wind. One who was present says: “I 
cannot tell you what Christ was to me last night. My 
heart was full to overflowing. If ever my Lord was 
near to me it was last night.” 

Our program drawn up for the watch-night serv- 
ice and New Year’s day had to give way before this 
divine visitation. Early on the last night of the old 
year friends gathered for prayer, and continued until 
the beginning of the watch-night service at ten- 
thirty, at which meeting the power of the Lord was 
again manifest. What the closing hours of 1906 
meant to many, only the Eternal Day will reveal. 
Crushed, broken, and penitent on account of the de- 
feated past, many of us again knelt at the cross; 
and as the bells rang in the New Year we vowed by 
God’s grace to be more like him in spirit and walk, 
and 'to win to him our fellow men. 

The Chapel was opened all day on the first of 
January, and meetings were held at eleven, three, 
and six-thirty. At every meeting, especially in the 
afternoon and evening, God drew near. The after- 
noon meeting went entirely beyond a cut-and-dried 
program, and resolved itself into one of prayer, con- 
fession, testimony and praise. Testimonies from 
friends at home and from visitors from a distance 
were given, telling of the fresh power that had come 
into their lives. The evening meeting went on with- 
out the guidance of any human hand; and, though 
friends were present who had been engaged to ad- 
dress it, no address could be given. The people were 
bowed in prayer, heart-searching, and contrition. And 
it was only while thus waiting that light broke in 
upon many hearts, once more revealing and bringing 
to light the “hidden things of darkness,” and com- 
pelling separation from sin unto God. “Judgment 
must begin at the house of God.” 

Meetings of a similar character have been going 
on for over a fortnight. To the curious the meet- 
ings appear disorderly, but to those who are in them 
and of them there is order in the midst of disorder. 
The confusion never gets confused; the meetings are 
held by invisible Hands. Believers have been awak- 
ened to a sense of having lived defeated lives, bound 
by “the law of sin and death,” progress retarded by 
“weights” and “sins,” spiritual growth stunted by 
habits of various kinds. Over all these things vic- 
tory has been claimed. Brethren have been recon- 
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ciled to one another; differences which kept sisters 
apart have been destroyed. Many have testified to 
victory over novel reading, dancing, theatre going, 
and the like. Beyond our ordinary services on the 
Lord’s day there has been very little or no preaching. 

One does not readily take in the meaning of simul- 
taneous praying, in a meeting of from one hundred 
to two hundred people, full to overflowing of a strong 
desire to pour out their hearts before the Lord. How 
could there possibly be time for each to pray sepa- 
rately? After all, what need is there to wait? 
God’s ear finds no difficulty in dealing with the simul- 
taneous prayer of a revival meeting. We ought not 
to be disturbed by such happenings. If we could 
permit ourselves to forget our neighbors and every- 
thing else, and remember that we are in the pres- 
ence of God, we should very soon pass the place 
where such things could disturb. We appeal for a 
freedom of the Holy Spirit in our. gatherings, and, 
as one eminent writer has said: “God save us, lest 
we civilize the Holy Spirit out of our churches.” 
What the present movement is doing is the creating 
of a new intensity of love to Jesus, a new sensitive- 
ness to sin, a new desire to have victory in the inner 
life, a new passion in prayer, and a new expectance 
to see God work in power. 

This awakening and quickening was so spontaneous 
and almost unlooked for that we are compelled to 
acknowledge its divine origin. It has not passed off, 
and vanished in mere sentiment, nor like a wave 
of emotion proved itself transient and unreal. It 
abides. At the moment of writing it shows no sign 
of abatement, but rather have we evidence of its 
deepening and expanding nature. Many, who in the 
earlier stages of its manifestation looked coldly, and 
critically, and suspiciously upon it, have been brought 
into line with it. For nigh thirty days the Spirit of 
God has been brooding over us. Come, O Breath, 
and breathe in this manner upon us now. 

“Oh, for the wind from the four quarters of 
Heaven to smite the four corners of the house of 
sin,” said Spurgeon. Come, Spirit of God, come! 
Suddenly, unexpectedly, sovereignly, Come! 

“Lifeless in the valley, 
Come, breath, and breathe! 


New create and rally! 

Come, O breath, and breathe! 
Blowing where thou listest, 
Thou the word assistest. 

Thou death’s power resistest; 
Come, O breath, and breathe.” 





Pray and Praise for Biola 


The Bible Institute of Los Angeles has been for 
a quarter of a century a Gibraltar of the faith on 
the Pacific Coast. Its Silver Anniversary was re- 
cently celebrated. It is a time to render thanksgiving 
to God for the testimony of this institution, and also 
to pray for God’s maintaining of the work. 3 

As many know, any such true testimony to the 
old faith, the only Gospel, and the whole counsel 
of God is a shining mark for the Adversary, and 
he is likely to do everything in his power to destroy 
or cripple such a witness. Biola has been no excep- 
tion to this experience of which the Scriptures plainly 
warn us. Varied and intense have been the attacks 
upon the Institute from without and from within. 
At one ftime fanaticism threatened, at another time 
Modcrnism. From both dangers within this school 
God has triumphantly delivered. Years ago the mis- 
take was made of running ahead of God, in zeal for 
the enlargement of the work, and this resulted in 
heavy financial obligations, under the burden of which 
the Institute has suffered greatly. For the past year 
a resolute and prayerful policy has been entered upon 
for the purpose of paying off every financial obliga- 
tion. Sacrifices of many sorts have been made; ex- 
penses have been cut to the bone; only such workers 
and teachers have been retained as seemed impera- 
tively vital to the central mission of the Institute in 
the teaching of the Word and training in Christian 
service. 

Today under the Presidency of Dr. W. P. White, 
working with such colleagues as the Dean, Dr. 
Elbert L. McCreery, the well-known Bible teacher 
Dr. John C. Page, and the others of the faculty and 
staff, the Institute is doing intensive work of the 
highest order. There is great cause for thanksgiving, 
with need for earnest prayer that God’s guidance may 
be known and his leading followed to the clearing 
away of every debt and the meeting of every need. 

As readers know, the Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHOOL TrmeEs has counted it a privilege to be asso- 
ciated with the Bible Institute of Los Angeles as a 
member of its Board of Directors. A recent personal 
letter from Dr. White, replying to the Editor’s in- 
quiry as to what THE SuNnpay ScHoot Times Family 





can do to help in this testing time, contains a hearten- 
ing message. Dr. White writes: 

I think God’s people know our need. I think 
they are praying for us. You might assure them 
that we are standing fast in the faith; that we are 
not discouraged ; that we are all united; that we are 
making every sacrifice possible to keep the Institute 
going; that the present faculty have covenanted with 
the Lord and with each other that they will not for- 
sake the old ship, even though the Institute is at 
any time unable to pay their salaries. We know God 
wants this inst*ste to continue, and we are willing 
to let him use us to the limit, and he can finance it. 
There is no doubt about that. The Bank of Heaven 

has never been broken, and it never will be. Its re- 
sources are unlimited. God is pledged to “supply all 
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Earthly banks are afraid of any 
Situation that means a “run” on the bank by its de- 
positors. God welcomes and invites runs on his bank. 
But there is a difference; when depositors in an earthly 
bank join in a run, they try to take out everything they 
have deposited in the bank; when depositors in 
Heaven’s bank join in such a run, the more they 
take from the bank the more they have left in the 
bank, Would that there might be such a “run” on 
the Bank of Heaven by its depositors that a great 
revival would sweep throughout the Church and 
around the world. 

It is a striking testimony to what students are now 
getting at the Institute to learn that the enrollment 
has increased so largely that there are today more 
students in the school than it has had for the past 
five or six years; it seems probable that the registra- 
tion for the year will pass the four hundred mark. 
Students go where they are fed spiritually, and this 
is true of Biola. 

Mr. Ralph C. Norton, Director of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, has just been in Los Angeles, and 
he writes the Editor from there: 

My opinion concerning the importance of this In- 
stitute has never changed. I still believe it is the 
most strategic thing on the Pacific Coast. 

Let us continue in prayer for the Institute, and let 
us praise God for what he has done there, what he 
is doing there, 2nd what he will continue to do to the 
glory of his name. 
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When Our Lord 
Defended the Resurrection 


MAGINE trying to argue with the Lord Jesus 

Christ! It was done in his day. It is done 
even today. Think of standing by and quietly 
listening to the arguments brought against God 
and the truth and Christ, and then hearing our 
Lord’s_ rapier-like answer: every word he 
uttered was and is “the word of God,” which 
is “living, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword” (Heb. 4:12). 


The leading editorial in next week’s issue of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times, which is the 
Easter Number, will discuss 


Our Lord’s Argument for 
Bodily Resurrection 


This editorial shows how the Modernists of 
Christ’s day, called the Sadducees, used the 
methods still followed by those who seek to 
discredit the Word of God—trying to make 
the teaching of the Scriptures so ridiculous 
that men would turn away from it. As they 
attacked the doctrine of the resurrection in this 
way the Lord’s reply was conclusive and unan- 
swerable, yet it has puzzled many devout Chris- 
tians. It is believed that this fresh study of 
his argument may help to clear away any diffi- 
culty that believing students of the Word have 
had in understanding the divine answer. 


Ten Great Meanings of Our 
Lord’s Resurrection 


Many a Christian, while believing fully in 
the resurrection because it is declared in the 
Word of God, has been more or less troubled 
to understand why the resurrection of the human 
body should be essential to salvation. Would 
our salvation not be just as secure and satis- 
fying, they wonder, if our spirits were for- 
ever with the Lord while our bodies were left 
behind? 


Not so does the Bible teach. Paul by inspira- 
tion rests the whole case for the Gospel and 
salvation on the resurrection of the dead. 


The contributed leader in next week’s Easter 
Number of the Times throws light on the 
question by bringing together “Ten Great 
Meanings of Our Lord’s Resurrection.” The 
writer shows how the resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from the dead 








Assures us of the existence of God 
Proves the Sonship of Christ 
Testifies to the integrity of the Bible 
Confirms the blood atonement 
Guarantees the justification of all who believe 
Made Pentecost possible and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit 
Assures victory over sin in this present life 

: Is the pledge of immortality 
Promises the blessed hope of our Lord’s return 
and triumphant reign on this earth 
Is the heart of the Great Commission for 
world evangelization 


Another welcome feature in the Easter Num- 
ber will be a newly composed song by Robert 
Harkness, setting to music the words of the 
Easter Golden Text. 


This Easter Number of THE SunpAy SCHOOL 
Tres should be useful as an antidote to the 
almost pagan atmosphere that is suffocating even 
many so-called Christian churches today. What 
does Easter mean to the average person? To 
many, a chance to show off clothes; to others, 
a chance to sell clothes. The passion for dress, 
the desire for spectacular worldly music, and 
other dishonoring interests, have clamped them- 
selves upon many churches like barnacles on the 
hull of a ship. But to the true Christian the 
Easter anniversary is a reminder of the mar- 
velous gift of new life, life from the dead, given 
to us in Christ Jesus our Saviour and. Lord. 
The prayers of readers are asked that the Easter 
Number of THe SuNpAy ScHoo, TIMES may 
be used of God to bring blessing to many. Those 
who would like to mail copies to friends who 
are not now taking the paper may have them, 
free of charge, in any number desired, by ad- 
dressing The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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An Atheist’s Hero: Jack London’s Own Description 


Is his book “‘Martin Eden” disguised autobiography ? 





By an ex-Atheist 














reaction on the life and character of the Atheist 

himself, I am devoting three numbers to Jack Lon- 
don, the famous California novelist. Why give so 
much space to one man? Because that one man’s 
destructive influence was, like his fame, world-wide. 
He was, as some one has said, “a kind of Napoleon 
of the pen.” His witchery of words was like a spell 
cast over an audience that numbered many millions, 
especially of the young. He has been dead nearly 
a decade and a half; yet his books, in translation, 
are read around the world. ’ o- 

The man himself was as magical as his writings. 
In person as handsome as Apollo, he had a personality 
that drew the eye like a magnet. Of a generous heart 
and lovable nature, his very faults drew admirers to 
him. ' 

And more than this, Jack London (the very name 
is spiced with romance!) lived a picturesque life of 
high adventure. His rise from a ragged urchin of 
the city streets to world-wide notoriety is a wonder 
story. His adventures in the mining camps of the 
Far North, in the poverty haunts of East London, 
in the hobo life of America’s trampdom, on the high 
seas as a sailor before the mast, as a voyager among 
the South Sea Islands; and his struggle for literary 
success —all this is truly fascinating. 

But there is more than this. If this were all, these 
articles about him would not be written. Jack Lon- 
don was far more than a mere daring adventurer and 
skillful writer of stories. He was a thinker, even 
though a mistaken one. He was an omniverous reader 
and his mind swept the universe. 


Jack London’s Philosophy 

He was a radical, a “red.” Hi 
tics, in economics, and in religion. 
within the scope of these articles. 
ous in proportion to his influence. ‘ 

“I have no personal evidence that Jack did not 
die a firm unbeliever in any hereafter; a materiale 
ist-monist to the last.” Thus writes Mrs, Charmian 
K. London of him in her “Book of Jack London” 
(p. 362, vol. 2). , ; 

Here is her husband’s “Confession of Faith” as 
quoted (same page as above) in the biography: a | 
assert, with Hobbes, that it is impossible to separate 
thought from matter that thinks. I assert, with 
Bacon, that all human understanding arises from the 
world of sensations; I assert, with Locke, that all 
human ideas are due to the functions of the senses; 
I assert, with Kant, the material origin of the uni- 
verse, and that creation is a natural and historical 
process; I assert, with LaPlace, that there is no need 
for the hypothesis of a creator. And finally, I assert, 
because of all the foregoing, that form is ephemeral. 
Form passes. Therefore*we pass.” ; 

This gives the reason why Christian truth is inter- 
ested in Jack London. And the purpose of these arti- 
cles is not to answer, categorically, his arguments, or 
the arguments of any other skeptic,—though they 
may be answered, and have been answered times out 
of number. My purpose is to show that he answers 
them himself in his own books and by his own life 
and untimely death, 

A philosophy of human: life that brings spiritual 
defeat and sadness with it is a spurious article. 
philosophy of life that fails the holder thereof at the 
point and time of his greatest need, namely, his own 
moral and physical weaknesses, and that in universal 
experience fails to meet such needs, is, a priori, a 
false philosophy. 

Jack London, physically, was a virile, “he” man. 
Sailors are not physical weaklings. He does not leave 
us in ignorance of his physical prowess. It was a 
characteristic boast of his that he had a stomach that 
could digest scrap iron. Yet he died in middle life 
—forty years of age. He died in bed, in his own 
home, with his wife, physicians, and friends about 
him. He died a drunkard. (The next article deals 
with all this in detail.) Any philosophy or system 
of belief, no matter how many big names support it, 
that lets a man die a drunkard is a lying philosophy. 
The God of the Christian does not thus run away 
from those who put their trust in him. Simple, child- 
like faith in the supernatural hand of God has saved, 
and made victorious, happy, and useful men of number- 
less thousands of drink and dope addicts, both men 
and women. 

Jack London won world-wide literary fame. Suc- 
cess brought him a host of friends and a fortune in 
money. But those things did not make him happy. 
He says so, as we shall see. Now a philosophy that 
cannot bring happiness, especially when aided by such 
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He was a rebel in poli- 
This brings him 
He was danger- 








A porthole opening out upon the Pacific Ocean 
was Martin Eden’s way of escape from life. Sati- 
ated with wealth and fame, knowing nothing but 
a godless philosophy, he plunged into the dark- 
ness of the sea. Martin Eden was only a creature 
of Jack London’s mind, but it is believed that he 
reflected the author’s thoughts. In this fifth 
article of his series, the ex-Atheist explains why 
he devotes so much space to Jack London, and 
tells of the well-known writer’s far-reaching in- 
fluence among the atheists of the world. 








professional and financial success as London attained, 
must be, on the face of things, a sort of fool’s gold 
philosophy. 

Two of London’s books tell the story of this bril- 
liant man’s spiritual downfall and death. “Martin 
Eden” is believed to be the author’s own life story. 
“John Barleycorn,” which is largely autobiographical, 
tells the story of his losing fight with liquor. 

Like all of Jack London’s books, “Martin Eden” 
is fascinating. I have no idea how many “Martin 
Eden” writers’ clubs have been formed. I belonged 
to one. It was “for men only.” We met at stated 
intervals, looked at each other through a blue haze 
of tobacco smoke, read and discussed unpublished 
MSS., and talked of “markets,” and so on. No man 
in our eyes was as great as Jack London. Like 
Cesar he “bestrode the narrow world like a Colossus.” 

“Martin Eden,” very naturally and very truthfully, 
had a fight on his hands to succeed in writing. But 
he won; won grandly. 

But here’ the unexpected (to him and to most 
aspirants) happened. Success brought troubles. Re- 
sponsibilities and undesirable friends came, along with 
the glamor and the dollars. Success sickened instead 
of inspired him, and the story ends with a sad finale 
and a sad but eloquent commentary on London’s re- 
ligious philosophy. 

Mrs. Charmian K. London, writing to me about 
all this, assures me that Jack, being a literary artist, 
put the emphasis on this “mental sickness,’ as he 
calls it, for dramatic effect; that her husband was, 
actually, a happy man. 

Granting that artists do strive for dramatic effect, 
let it be noted that a picture that violates the basic 
facts of life is not artistic; that art must reflect and 
be true to life or it is not art. So we must assume, 
after all, that London the artist, though he may have 
overdrawn the picture for dramatic effect, still told 
the truth not only as to his own emotional life but 
the truth as to human life in general. In other words, 
it is a fact of age-old and world-wide experience that 
worldly success alone does not bring happiness. Dol- 
lars may buy doughnuts, but “man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). 


The Emptiness of Worldly Success 


Jack London was unhappy in his worldly success, 
dramatic effects notwithstanding. He was a fine- 
grained man, and conditions arose with his success 
that nauseated him. And the point I am making is 
that his materialistic philosophy of life played him 
false at the very time he needed help. He had been 
poor and unknown. He had been normally happy as 
a man in that poverty and oblivion. Success suddenly 
came. He was wined and dined and lionized. He saw 
the hypocrisy of it all, and it sickened him. Which 
is to his credit. But a true spiritual faith would have 
anchored and steadied him; would have tided him 
over until he could have gotten his “sea legs.” A true 
Christian faith would have listened to God amid the 
tumult. His false philosophy led him to the slaughter ; 
to pessimism and death. 

Listen to “Martin Eden” who I believe is Jack 
London, literary lion of the day. He is conversing 
with the woman of the bourgeoisie who rejected him 
when poor but who, now that he is rich and famous, 
comes alone to his hotel (a characterization which be- 
trays his hatred of the so-called bourgeoisie) and 
throws herself at his feet. “Martin Eden” speaks. 
(The italics are mine): 

“I am sick, very sick,” he said with a despairing 
gesture. “How sick I did not know until now. Some- 
thing has gone out of me. I have been unafraid of 
life, but I never dreamed of being sated with life... 
you see how sick I am.” 

He takes Ruth home and bids her good-by without 
emotion. He sleeps, for “sleep had become to him 





oblivion, and each day that he awoke he awoke with 
regret. Life worried and bored him, and time was a 
vexation.” 

His daily mail irks him—the begging letters, re- 
quests for his autograph, letters from cranks, and 
so on. Again his dislike cf the “Middle Class” makes 
him number among these a letter from a woman seek- 
ing an interview who encloses “her receipt for pew 
rent, sent as evidence of good faith and as_ proof 
of her respectability.” 

He becomes alarmed at his mental condition. “The 
desperation of his situation dawned upon him. He 
saw, clear-eyed, that he was in the Valley of the 
Shadow. All the life that was in him was fading, 
fainting, making toward death. He realized how 
much he slept and how much he desired to sleep. Of 
old he had hated sleep — it had robbed him of precious 
moments of living. Four hours of sleep in the twenty- 
four had meant being robbed of four hours of life. 
How he had grudged sleep! Now it was life he 
grudged. Life was not good; its taste in his mouth 
was without tang, and bitter. This was his peril. 
Life that did not yearn toward life was in a fair way 
toward ceasing. Some remote instinct for preserva- 
tion stirred within him and he knew he must get away.” 

Languidly he prepares for a voyage to the South 
Seas, intending to shut himself away in some hidden 
retreat. He takes passage on the Mariposa, but be 
fore sailing he is examined by a physician who pro- 
nounces him in superb physical condition. The trouble 
was deeper than his body. 

And so: 

“On the verge of departure he had no desire to go. 
The South Seas charmed him no more than did bour- 
geois civilization. There was no zest in the thought 
of departure, while the act of departure appalled him 
as a weariness of the flesh.” 

Once on board the ship, at the hour of sailing, 
“he fled to his stateroom where he lurked until the 
steamer was clear of the dock. In the dining salon, 
at luncheon, he found himself in the place of honor 
at the captain’s right; and he was not long in dis- 
covering that he was the great man on board. But 
no more unsatisfactory great man ever sailed on a 
ship. He spent the afternoon in a deck chair, with 
closed eyes, dozing brokenly most of the time, and in 
the evening went early to bed.” 


No Peace without God 


As the voyage proceeds, “the more he saw of the 
passengers the more he disliked them. Yet he knew 
he did them injustice. They were good and kindly 
people, he forced himself to acknowledge, and in the 
moment of acknowledgment he qualified — good and 
kindly like all the bourgeoisie, with all the psychologi- 
cal cramp and intellectual futility of their kind. They 
bored him when they talked with him, their little 
superficial minds were so filled with emptiness.” 

Again we read: “Life was to him like strong, white 
light that hurts the tired eyes of a sick person. Dur- 
ing easy, conscious moments life blazed in a raw glare 
around him and upon him. It hurt. It hurt intoler- 
ably.” 

This voyage was the first time “Martin Eden” had 
ever sailed first class and, thinking to renew the old 
life of his sailor days, he seeks the forecastle and the 
stoke hole, “in quest of the old life he had lost.” 

3ut he was disappointed. It wasn’t the forecastle 
and the stoke hole of the old days. “He had found 
no new paradise and now he could not find the old 
one.” 

He meets a petty officer who tries to talk to him 
of Nietzsche and to pester him with leaflets and pam- 
phlets. He listens languidly. “But what was it 
worth, after all? He remembered one of Nietzsche's 
mad utterances wherein that mad man had doubted 
truth. And who was to say? Perhaps Nietzsche had 
been right. Perhaps there was no truth in anything; 
no truth in truth —np such thing as truth. But his 
mind wearied quickly’ and he was content to go back 
to his deck chair 71d doze.” 

Thinking of ‘Wmiti our soul-sick man is terrified 
at the things he’ will have to do at landing. He real- 
izes his deadly peril. He realizes that — 

“In all truth he was.in the Valley of the Shadow, 
and his danger lay in that he was not afraid. If he 
were only afraid, he would make toward life. Being 
unafraid he was drifting deeper into the shadow. He 
found no delight in the old familiar things of life. 
The Mariposa was now in the northeast trades, and 
the wine of wind, surging against him, irritated him 
He had his chair moved to escape this lusty comrade 
of old days and nights. ... 

“The day the Mariposa entered the doldrums Martin 
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was more miserable than ever. He. could no longer 
sleep. He moved about restlessly. He ached with 
life. He walked around the deck until that hurt too 
much, then sat in the chair until he was compelled 
to walk again.” 

He lies m bed and tries to read a volume of Swin- 
burne. He finds a stanza: 


From too much love of living, 
From hope and fear set free, 

We thank with brief thanksgiving 
Whatever gods may be, 

That no life lives forever ; 

That dead men rise up never, 

That even the weariest river 
Winds somewhere safe to sea. 


Ah! Here was the solution for his troubles. “That 
was it. The very thing. Strange that it had never 
come to him before. That was the meaning of it 
all; he had been drifting that way all the time, and 
now Swinburne showed him that it was the happy 

way out. He wanted rest and here was rest awaiting 
him. He glanced at the open port hole. Yes, it was 
large enough. For the first time in weeks he felt 
happy. At last he had discovered the cure of his 
ill. 

Swinburne had 
or rather, it had 

‘That dead men 


“He looked again at the open port. 
furnished the key. Life was ill; 
become ill — an unbearable thing. 
rise up never.’ That line stirred him with a profound 
gratitude, It was the one beneficent thing in the 
universe. When life becomes an aching weariness 
death was ready to soothe away to everlasting sleep. 
But what was he waiting for? It was time to go.” 

The reader is spared most of the morbid description 
of death by drowning. The closing two paragraphs 
of “Martin Eden,” materialist, who gave no place in 
his life for God or God’s Word, here follow: 

“Down, down he swam until his arms and legs 
grew tired and hardly moved. He knew that he was 
deep. The pressure on his eardrums was a pain and 
there was a buzzing in his head. His endurance was 
faltering but he compelled his arms and legs to drive 
him deeper until his will snapped and the air drove 
from his lungs in a great explosive rush. The bubbles 
rubbed and bounced like tiny balloons against his 
cheeks and eyes as they took their upward flight. Then 
came pain and strangulation, This hurt was not death 
was the thought that oscillated through his reeling 
, consciousness, Death did not hurt. It was life, the 
pangs of life, this awful suffocating feeling; it was 
the last blow life could deal him. 

“His willful hands and feet began to beat and churn 
about, spasmodically and feebly. But he had fooled 
them, and the will to live that made them beat and 
churn. He was too deep down. They could never 
bring him to the surface. He seemed to be floating 
languidly on a sea of dreamy vision. Colors and 
radiances surrounded him and bathed him and pervaded 
him. What was that? It seemed a lighthouse; but 
ic was inside his brain—a flashing, bright white light. 
It flashed swifter and swifter. There was a long 
rumble of sound, and it came to him that he was 

‘alling down @ vast and interminable stairway. That 
much he knew. He had fallen into darkness. And 
at the instant he knew, he ceased to know.” 

Darkness! He had fallen into darkness; the black, 
abyssmal, eternal darkness of a philosophy which Isa- 
iah describes as a “covenant with death” and an agree- 
ment “with hell” (Isa. 28:15). 


(To be continued) 
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Can Russian Murderers Be Saved ? 


ahe terrible fruits of Atheism, about which the ex-Atheist 

has been writing in his series, are strikingly illustrated 

in the following account by K. Jonsson in The Advent 

Herald (Sydney, Australia). But the record also shows 

that though Satan’s power may be great, the Gospel is 
still the power of God unto salvation. 





NE evening (says a Russian evangelist) in a 
crowded hall, the director of a college in Lenin- 

grad sat on one of the front benches. He kept look- 
ing around with an expression of disdain. It was a 
very mixed company — simple peasants, working men 
Communists, but also persons of higher rank. W hen 
I had concluded my address a swarthy man sitting far 
back in the rear, and listening with eyes wide open 
in wonder, rose up and shouted: “Look at my face, 
how black I am! But within I am blacker still! In 
the time of the oid government I spent eight years 
in chains in Siberia. Ever since my youth I have 
been a criminal and a murderer. When we got Soviet 
rule I was released; I then returned to Russia, be- 
came a Communist, and was given almost unlimited 
powers. Again I revelled in murdering men, and 
now I had authority to do so. Legally or illegally, 
I have taken away the lives of more men than there 
are people now in this hall.” Then he threw him- 
self on the floor weeping. 

I inquired whether he knew the Gospel of Christ. 

“No,” replied he, “I have never read it. By 
chance I came in here, and from you I have heard it 
for the first time. Can a man like me ever obtain 
forgiveness ?” 
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The wonder of pardon was wrought in this man. 
The peace that passeth all understanding became his 
—his face. shone with joy. To sit on a front seat 
seemed to him an honor too great, so he seated him- 
self on the floor, saying, “I am not fit to sit beside 
the others.” But I persuaded him to take a seat 
again. 

The director, becoming uneasy and angry, stamped 
out of the hall; but after fifteen minutes he returned, 
wiping the sweat from his brow. “Preacher,” he ex- 
claimed, “what shall I do? I have denied God — denied 
there is a God. I have never had aught to do with 
the Gospel.” 

“The way is very simple,” he was told; “if you 
realize and confess your sins, and humble yourself 
before the Creator of Heaven and earth as that mur- 
derer has done, then the blood of Jesus Christ will 
cleanse you too from all sin— there is no other way.” 

“You say well,” he ejaculated; “in referring to 
this murderer you think that I, a learned man, have 
no such guilt in my past as he. Yes, I am a learned 
man. For twenty-five years I have been teaching in 
an Institute at Leningrad, and have held an honored 
position. I own and confess that for fifty-five years 
I have denied there is any God. For twenty-five years 
I have been in charge of the college there. Every 
year I have had more than a thousand students under 
me, to whom I have been proving there is no Creator, 
no God — neither Heaven, nor hell. It is too horrify- 
ing, for after the Revolution broke out I met many of 
my old students who had been taking part in all kinds 
of crime and misdeeds that had resulted from my work. 
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I have slain many more than has this murderer. I 
poisoned the souls of men—begat them to be mur- 
derers, and they. are even now carrying on their evil 
work. This man has done his own murdering; mine 
I have done by means of many. With his repentance 
and conversion his former life is at an end; but I 
can make no such reparation, nor can I undo "what I 
have set agoing. Even if God forgive my sins, my 
work is still proceeding in fiery death and terror. 
Such am I; how can there be any deliverance for 
such as me?” 

Exhausted, he let his head sink on his breast, his 
cheeks wet with tears, his face hidden in his hands. 
I read aloud Christ’s wonderful invitation to all lost 
sinners. 

Then he rose again and said: “It is we who have 
made Russia what it now is. We who have denied 
there is a God are the real cause of all this misery. 
We robbed men of their consciences; and as a result 
they have turned Russia upside down. Pray for me!” 
The whole company wept together. Then the director 
began himself also to pray: “O God, if thou dost 
exist, reveal thyself to me! If thou canst have mercy 
on = oh, let me realize it today! Pardon all my 
sins !” 

The night became too short for all who came for- 
ward desiring to quit their past life. The director 
embraced the old criminal, and both wept for joy. 
The next night he came in with the whole class of his 
senior pupils, and with them took his place at the 
front. That night seven of those young men— fel- 
lows who loved their director — found peace with God. 
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How I Kept My Faith During College Years 


Concluding from last week’s issue a pastor’s testimony to God’s willingness to hear and answer prayer 


Littlefaith ” 














ing that faith and perseverance brought results. I 

had come to a disheartened little handful of people 
in a struggling church that had passed through some 
trying months. As time went by conditions became 
more and more encouraging until it became neces- 
sary to enlarge the building. I was able to lead my 
people to carry through this undertaking on the same 
principles of faith that I had put to the test in my 
personal life. They responded wonderfully and not 
only were the extensions made, they were paid for 
as the work was done and in the process there came 
to the church a general enrichment of spiritual life 
arising out of corporate experiences of God’s good- 
ness comparable to those I was enjoying in my indi- 
vidual life. 

In my academic work I counted no detail too small 
to find a place in my prayer life as occasion might 
demand. I never tried to substitute prayer and faith 
for mental toil and sweat. But I have known times 
when despite the best that I could do things would 
get beyond me, and it would seem that without some 
relief I should surely fall down somewhere. Time 
after time in such periods of special stress I have 
observed that the relief I needed came through some 
happy coincidence or convenient synchronizing of cir- 
cumstances. Perhaps a few lectures would be called 
off just at a time when some extra demands were put 


Ai TO my work as pastor, in that, too, I was find- 


upon me in my pastoral duties, or the pressure would , 


be relieved at the church end of things when it was 
particularly heavy at the college end. 

While I did not do brilliant work as a student, I 
did make more than average standing. I never failed 
in an examination, secured first-class marks in some 
subjects, took two or three courses beyond the mini- 
mum requirerients for graduation, secured a scholar- 
ship in my third year that paid my fees and bought 
my books for my senior year, and was graduated a 
gold medallist with first class honors in the subject 
in which I had specialized. In retrospect it appears 
as fairly successful work, but it was no march of 
triumph with everything done in lightheartedness and 
with facility. It was a hard grind, but the thing 
that sustained me and kept me doggedly at it more 
than anything else was the consciousness of the pres- 
ence of my Lord. He was my strength. 


The fact that I simply had to walk with God and 


live by faith throughout those college years rendered 
me practically impervious to all the subtle insinua- 
tions of agnosticism and infidelity that work havoc 
in the religious life of so many students. I say in- 
sinuations, for open hostility to faith by those who 
have discarded orthodox belief I did not encounter. 
I believe that in some places there is quite frank, 
open, and even bitter opposition in the lecture hall 
to Christian faith. Elsewhere, however, it is not what 
is said but what is quietly implied that breaks down 
student faith. Such was the condition of things about 
me, and it was all too evident that the implications 
of the lecture room were perhaps even more effective 





than open attacks would have been in destroying faith. 
The impression made upon the student was that there 
was no longer room for argument, that orthodoxy was 
completely discountenanced in all informed circles, 
and that to. raise questions about it would be to dis- 
play one’s ignorance, prejudice, and obscurantist ante- 
cedents. Students felt that they had come upon the 
scene after the issue had been settled, and they con- 
cluded that it was for them to accept what seemed 
to be so generally implied as to the death and burial 
of orthodox belief. Who wants to disinter a corpse? 
Under such influences, without ever getting down to 
any real understanding of the arguments pro and con, 
and without any attempt to put the Christian faith 
to the test of personal experience, our young folk 
lapse into a hazy agnosticism, assume a jaunty cyni- 
cism, or surrender to the lure of a liberal but futile 
re-interpretation of Christianity, even while their in- 
most being is starving for the satisfying certainties 
of a vital evangelical faith. 

Without the background of Christian experience 
with which I entered university I, too, should prob- 
ably had succumbed to the faith-paralyzing influences 
about me. But with that,plus the daily exercise of faith 
in such ways as I have instanced, I was rendered prac- 
tically immune to the surrounding skepticism. While 
others might be discussing Jesus, uncertain of his deity 
and his resurrection, I was walking with him and prov- 
ing in daily experience his divine power and his living 
presence. Was I free from intellectual difficulties? Of 
course not. I had some then; I still have some; and I ex- 
pect to encounter others as long as I continue to widen 
my range of knowledge and to deepen my thinking. 
But with the daily demonstration in my own life of 
the workableness of Christian faith and of the deeply 
satisfying nature of a life of fellowship with and 
obedience to Christ, I could rest in such certainty as 
I had attained and could wait for clearer light upon 
points of conflict or seeming conflict between my 
faith and the prevailing thought of the day. My per- 
eee: could not make me doubt. I came to learn 

that what in the half-light of faith’s dawning day 
mighi appear’a terrifying specter would be recognized 
as a perfectly harmless scarecrow in the sunshine of 
fuller knowledge and clearer thought. So I formed 
the habit of quietly letting my brain-puzzlers solve 
themselves under the clarifying influences of widen- 
ing information and maturing reflection. Some prob- 
lems will have to wait the light of the perfect day 
for their solution, for even an inspired apostle: de- 
clared that now we see as in a mirror riddle-wise. 
But the man of faith can wait, and while he waits 
he enjoys the blessedness of those who make their 
God their refuge. 

Behind my pen name is a person of very ordinary 
gifts and attainments. Possessed of no remarkable 
natural endowments, compassed with many limitations 
and weaknesses, I recognize God ‘as the main factor 
in any success I achieved as a student. Latent powers 
certainly weré awakened and developed, but it required 
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Lesson for March 29 


the life-revolutionizing spiritual change -to. which I 
have referred to bring this about. God can do much 
with mediocrity if it has been purged ‘and wholly 
surrendered to him. No one knows our personality 
and its possibilities as he knows them, and the yield- 
ing of a life to the control of the Holy Spirit is the 
way to the fullest and noblest development of powers 
that previously may have been dormant. 

But while God did it all, I had certain conditions 
to fulfill, It was imperative that the contact with 
him that was established by the initial vitalizing expe- 
rience should be maintained, and to this end I was 
always careful to do three things: first to retain a 
good conscience, next to observe “the morning watch,” 
and lastly to get the benefit of the fellowship of kin- 
dred minds. 

Paul tells us of some who by failing to keep a good 
conscience made shipwreck of faith.’ And certain it is 
that faith still is often shipwrecked because the stabil- 
izing ballast of a good conscience is cast overboard. At 
the risk of being stigmatized as “narrow” I conscien- 
tiously forewent certain forms of amusement arid enter- 
tainment that are considered enemies of the highest 
spiritual life by many evangelicals. My own experience 
bore out their contention and, as a result, to maintain 
a good conscience I had to walk a strait and narrow 
way. £ have no condemnation for those whose con- 
science permits them what mine disallowed in the 
realm of debatable practices; I merely state that such 
strictness was necessary in my own case to the keeping 
of a good conscience. And knowing that to be an 
indispensable condition to the unbroken enjoyment of 
communion with God, and valuing that communion 
above aught else, it was no sacrifice to me to live 
after the straitest sect of the pietists. It was a part 
of my endeavor to obey God in all things and so to 
insure an uncondemning conscience, for if our heart 
condemn us not then have we confidence before him. 

A quiet hour for meditation and prayer I esteemed 
a daily necessity for maintaining the spiritual glow. 
To find the time was always difficult, and there were 
days when I felt condemned for failure in this respect. 
But I found that if there had been neglect due to 
pressure of work, I soon had to let everything else 
go for a short time to regain my spiritual_equanimity. 
Failure to keep the morning watch left me with a 
haunting sense of dissatisfaction and uneasiness until 
I had gone aside for a quiet time with my Lord, and 
invariably I then found that I could go back to throng- 
ing duties with a spirit refreshed and with my mind 
in a condition* to do far more effectual work than 
would have been the case without the devotional inter- 
mission. 

As for the Christian fellowship, that I found in 
my church associations, And a rich fellowship it 
was. How refreshing I found it to enter the atmo- 
sphere of simple devout faith that pervaded the little 
congregation to which I ministered after being in the 
atmosphere of skepticism in which I had to move so 
much of my time! Certainly those humble Christian 
folk were, all unconsciously to themselves, a great 
source of strength and help to me in those undergradu- 
ate days. “Another thing I found difficult,” writes 
an M.D. and F.R.S. (Edinburgh) of his early Chris- 
tian manhood, “was to be seen going to some of our 
halls and to confess ... that I profited by the min- 
istry of humble and unledrned brethren. Some of my 
readers may understand my feelings. I trust that they 
also may enjoy my experience, for some of my hap- 
piest moments have been spent amidst the humblest of 
surroundings.” The profjt and enjoyment which this 
writer, an eminent physician and well-known Chris- 
tian, confesses to have found in lowly Christian fel- 
lowship I gladly own to having found not only a 
source of delight but: a stabilizing influence during 
college years. In such a circle Y tek a divine wis- 
dom the secret of which is not with the schools. 

Three possible misunderstandings I must anticipate. 
One relates to myself, the others to my thesis. 

Let no one suppose me to be possessed of unusual 
faith. And by faith just here I mean trust rather than 
mere credence. Certainly I should have a trustfulness 
that could never waver after all I have enjoyed of the 
tender compassions and abiding faithfulness of the God 
of the Christian. But the fact is that every new sea- 
son of stress only serves to reveal afresh my kinship 
to him of old who essayed to walk the waves but see- 
ing the wind boisterous was afraid and beginning to 
sink cried, “Lord, save me.” Mr. Littlefaith, his Mas- 
ter named him, and the name fits me exactly. 

I have sought to show the self-evidencing nature 
of Christian faith tested in the laboratory of daily 
life. In the face of theoretical criticism I was able 
out of personal experience to say: “I am daily dem- 
onstrating the fact that the Christian faith works; 
therefore I will not be moved by the hypotheses of 
skeptic, agnostic, or rationalist.” 

But I would not convey the false impression that by 
a faith that works I mean a faith that brings one 
what he wants. To judge of the validity of faith by 
its success in securing relief from trial in the way in 
which we want that relief to come is superficial. And 
this particular superficiality is very widespread on this 
continent today. I have just suffered the loss of a 
pocketbook containing a sum of money I can ill afford 
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to lose. In view of what I have written of the way 
in which I have brought faith to bear upon financial 
need, it might be thought that faith ought now to 
secure for me the restoration or the replenishment of 
my purse. I have entrusted the matter to my Lord, 
but I know not whether I shall regain what has been 
lost, nor just how I shall get out of the embarrassment 
of the moment if I fail to regain it. But neither the 
strength nor the validity of my faith as it relates to 
this matter should I think of judging by its effective- 
ness in securing me what I might desire. Christian 
faith can be validated by putting it into practice, but 
that does not mean that it must necessarily bring to 
realization all the desires of its possessor, or that it 
should always get him out of a tight place; but rather 
that it should sustain him amid all that life may bring. 
That is the test of its workableness. 

Certain ancient worthies there were whose names 
have been immortalized because through faith they 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, and escaped the edge of the sword. 
Great achievements and remarkable deliverances were 
theirs by faith. So much so indeed that succeeding 
generations are in danger of forgetting another class 
of faith’s heroes who were tortured, not accepting de- 
liverance ; had trials of cruel mockings and scourgings ; 
were stoned, sawn asunder, tempted; wandered about, 
destitute, afflicted, tormented. And yet these all, those 
who endured patiently no less than those who achieved 
mightily, these all obtained a good report through faith. 

That Christianity is thoroughly workable. and 1s 
perfectly adequate for human needs in daily life, and 
further that in experiencing this we have strong con- 
firmatory evidence of its truth, has been my thesis. 
And since it has been more the practical than tke 
mystical side of my Christian life that I have been 
at pains to emphasize, I am thereby freed from the 
suspicion of being one of those who rest the valida- 
tion of the Christian faith upon purely subjective 
impressions so making individual religious experience 
the touchstone of faith rather than the Christian 
Scriptures with their objective revelation. Mysticism, 
in any event, is not a solely Christian phenomenon 
nor is its testimony always at one even among Chris- 
tian mystics, so that it has its limitations as evidencing 
the truth of Christianity. Nevertheless, objective 
Christian truth may be subjectively confirmed accord- 
ing to the challenging words of Christ, “If any man 
willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God” (John 7:17). And this con- 
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firmation is not limited to intuition and subjective im- 
pression but includes such a satisfying practical out- 
working of one’s Christian faith as I have enjoyed 
and have attempted to describe. 

Romans 12:2, which I quote in Dr, A. S. Way’s 
beautiful rendering, bears this out. “Do not conform 
to the externalities of this world; nay, let your char- 
acters be transformed by the birth of a new life pur- 
pose, so that you may put God’s design to the test 
of your own experience, and so prove how kind, how 
gladdening, how flawless it is.” That is all that I have 
done: following upon the birth of a new life purpose, 
I have simply put God’s design to the test of my own 
experience; and, in proving how kind, how gladdening, 
and how flawless it is, I have seen my Christian faith 
doing for me just what it should do if the objective 
realities upon which it is based are realities indeed. 
And because of this beautiful symphonizing of Chris- 
tian experience, with Christian doctrine, the latter, 
verifiable in other ways, becomes personally certified; 
and then, come what may to storm our faith, we yet 
endure as seeing Him who is invisible. 








The Victorious Life 




















Philadelphia Spring Conference 


HE Fourteenth Annual Philadelphia Victorious 

Life Conference, usually held in January, will be 
held March 18-21 in the Arch Street M. E. Church, 
Broad and Arch Streets. Speakers will include Mrs. 
H. Edwin V. Andrews from China; Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Harvey Borton; H.-H. Coleman, who has recently 
returned from India; Margaret W. Haines, of India; 
Harold S. Laird, whose ministry as a Bible teacher 
has been greatly blessed; and the Editor of THE SuN- 
pAY Scuoot Times, Charles G, Trumbull. Daily 
services for young people at the Vesper Hour, 7 
P. M., will be conducted by the Young People’s Aux- 
iliary of the Victorious Life Testimony, under the 
leadership of John W. Lane, Jr. The conference 
opens Wednesday evening at seven o’clock, and con- 
tinues daily with afternoon and evening sessions, clos- 
ing with the eight o’clock meeting Saturday evening. 
Programs and further information.may be had upon 
application to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80-83 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











Events and Principal Circumstances 
Reported Exclusively by Luke 














bin February issue of Our Hope gave the follow- 
ing list of events and a number of circumstances 
that are not reported by Matthew, Mark, and John, 
but only by Luke. These interesting peculiarities of 
the third Gospel shed much light upon the Gospel 
itself, and will be valuable to Sunday-school teachers 
and superintendents .who are studying the Gospel. of 
Luke during the first two Quarters of this year. 


Chap. Verse 
1. The vision of Zacharias, and conception 
of Elisabeth 


RT ate Pardcak es 8% 5-2 
2. The salutation of the Virgin Mary ... 26-38 
3. Mary’s visit to Elisabeth .........!. 39-56 
4. The birth of John the Baptist and hymn 

Gl OOM eet ke Kc peess bss 57-80 
5. The decree of Cesar Augustus ....... II 1-3 
6. The birth of Christ at Bethlehem ..... 4-7 
7. The appearance of angels to the shep- 

LOL Sas acl ao tahaine Aer i a ee a Re 8-20 
8. The circumcision of Christ ......... 21 
9. The presentation of Christ in the 

ME is catie ne ie ae ay S68 22-24 
10. The account of Simeon and Anna ... 25-38 
11. Christ found among the doctors ..... 41-52 
12. Date of beginninz of John’s ministry . III 1-2 
13. Success of John’s ministry ......... 10-15 
14, Geneology OF BPOET <2. 26 Sia i ceed 23-38 
15. Christ preaching and_ rejected § at 

PNBRAEUEND og oo RE ciest es ees aca IV 15-30 
16. Particulars in the call of Simon, James, 

MUP 5 5. Chek co bas ces ad ws I-10 
17. Christ’s discourse in the plain ....... VI 17-49 
18. Raising of the widow’s son at Nain ... VII 11-17 
19. Woman in Simon’s house ........... 36-50 
20. Women who ministered to Christ .... VIII 1-3 
21. James and John desiring fire to come 

IEE Sch ee Oe Tk Fie bios 8s IX 51-56 
22. Mission of seventy disciples .......... x 1-16 
23. Return of seventy disciples .......... 17-24 
24. Parable of the good Samaritan ....... 25-37 
25. Christ in the house of Martha and 

OR ce ee ee ae, Vee aa. 5 ht 38-42 

26. Parable of friend at midnight ..... sae 5-8 
27. Christ in a Pharisee’s house a ; 37-54 
28. Discourse to an innumerable multitude XII 1-53 
29. Murder of the Galileans ............ XIII 1-5 


a 


30. Parable of the barren fig tree ...... 6-9 
31. Case of the woman diseased 18 years. 10-20 
32. Question on the few that be saved.... 22-30 
33- Reply to the Pharisees’ warning about 

RAMEE ig FAR tee a aie oct Wola vas 8s 6 31-33 
a4. Case of & Gropsies! Miah ........5.. XIV 1-6 
35. Parable of the lowest room .......... 7-14 
36. Parable of the great supper ........ 13-24 
37. Difficulties of Christ’s service ...... 25-35 
38. Parable of the lost sheep and piece of 

oY an eee eek SA pal aie a ere XV I-10 
39. Parable of the prodigal son ......... 11-22 
40. Parable of the unjust steward ..... XVI 1-18 


41. The rich man and Lazarus 


42. Instruction to disciples ............. XVII 1-10 
43. Healing of ten lepers ............... 12-19 
44. Question and answer about the coming 

ee a ee 20-37 
45. Parable of the importunate widow XVIII 1-8 
46. Parable of the Pharisee and publican 9-14 
a7. Callie GF Zaccnmus 2... ke. ek bp 2-10 
48. Paraple Of C26 OONUGS .........0000- 11-28 
49. Christ weeping over Jerusalem ...... 41-44 
50. Special warning to Peter ............ XXII 31-32 
51. Direction to buy sword ........... 35-38 
52. Appearance of an angel, and bloody 

mweat i G@AtGen «icc. cee 43-44 
53. Pilate sends Christ to Herod ....... XXIII 6-16 
54. Women deplore Christ’s sufferings .... 27-32 
SS. RNG Bement Miet cb ow sks oss cee s 39-43 
56. The appearance of Christ to two dis- 

_ciples going to Emmaus ........ XXIV 13-35. 
57. Circumstances attending Christ’s ap- 

pearance to the eleven .......... 37-49 
58. Christ’s departure in the act of blessing 50-53 

4 


God in his wisdom and grace provided One who, 
because he was God could sustain the weight of judg- 
ment against sin; and, because he was very Man, 
could take upon himself our liability. Ne mere man 
could fill this place. But he, because he was God, ' 
could and did meet the claims of the Throne of God; 
and, because he was Man, could and did reach down 
to the depth of human sin and need to lay hold of us. 
—T. D. W. Muir, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 29. REVIEW: JESUS THE WORLD’S SAVIOUR: 
PREPARATION AND POPULARITY 


Golden Text.— Jesus of Nazareth . .. who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil ; for God was with him.—Acts 10: 38 


International Uniform Lesson 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
Review LESSON 
HE whole Gospel of Luke may be presented in 
analytical form thus: 
1. The going forth of the Christ (cf. Micah 
5:2). Chapters 1 to 3. 

2. His going about doing good (Acts 10: 38). Chap- 
ters 4 to 9: 50. 

3. His going in to Jerusalem. Chapters 9: 51 to 19. 

4. His going through the valley of the shadow. 
Chapters 20 to 23. 

5. His going Home. Chapter 24. 

Putting these five together we have the picture of 
the Lord Jesus Christ going forth, about, in, through, 
and Home. oe 

Jaking the initial letters of each of these significant 
words we find that they supply the word “faith.” 
Luke’s Gospel then presents us with the picture of 
the Lord Jesus as the man of faith, God’s ideal man. 
Our lessons for the past Quarter have covered the 
whole of the first two of the sections and a part of 
number 3. 


A SYNOPSIS OF THE QUARTER’S LESSONS 


The twelve lessons this Quarter divide naturally 
into two parts. The first part covers lessons I to 4. 
We may call it the preparation of the divine Messenger 
himself. The second part covers lessons 5 to 12. We 
may call it the presentation of the message. We may 
arrange these two parts conveniently thus: 


1. Preparation of the divine Messenger. 

(1) Lesson 1. The prophetic announcement. 

(2) Lesson 2. The Word made flesh. The real 
growth and deveiopment of the boy who was yet the 
eternal Lord. 

(3) Lesson 3. 
forerunner. 

(4) Lesson 4. The further preparation 
Christ through experience of temptation. 


2. The presentation of the message. ; 

(1) Lesson 5. The presentation in actual practice. 
The Lord Jesus going about doing good. 

(2) Lessons 6, 8, 10, 12. The presentation of the 
message in preaching. We have in lesson 6, the Ser- 
mon on the Plain. This may be taken as a typical 
example of our Lord’s methods in the presentation 
of the message orally. In lessons 8, 10, and 12 we 
have examples of his parabolic method. 

(3) Lesson 9. We have the Lord Jesus preparing 
for the wider dissemination of the message. To this 
end we have him training and sending forth other 
workers. This has a twofold value: first, it gave his 
disciples personal training in practical soul-winning 
work. And, second, it inaugurated the method by 
which the work should be carried on when he was 
gone. 

@&) In lessons 7 and 11 we have examples of the 
contact of our Lord’s personality with others, friends 
and foes alike. 


The preliminary ministry of the 


of the 


Golden Topics 


1. God’s deliberateness of preparation. Everything 
that God does is marked by the same characteristics 
ef orderliness and deliberateness. These character- 
istics appear in his works both of nature and of grace. 
No man knows how many millenniums were occupied 
in getting this earth ready for man’s habitation, but 
the revelation of Genesis and the researches of sci- 
ence both tell the same story of slow, thoughtful 
preparation of the earth that was to be man’s home. 

It is just the same in his work of grace. The 
counsels of the Godhead with regard to the salvation 
of the race which was ultimately to be created were 
from eternity. Sin was foreseen. The Fall did not 
take God at a disadvantage. The Lord Jesus was 
the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev, 13:8). When the great work of redemption 
began in active and visible process it was at a time 
predetermined and prearranged. “The fulness of the 
trme was come” (Gal. 4:4). Every step in that 
process was marked by the same thoroughness. 

From this point of view the stages set forth in the 
Gospel which we have been studying this past Quar- 
ter are full of interest and instruction. We may seek 
to bring home a practical message to our young folks 
for their own lives from these considerations. Youth 
is proverbially and naturally in a hurry, and it is 
quite true that the King’s business requireth haste 
(x Sam. 21:8). On the other hand we may take 


Lesson Calendar for the First Quarter 


u. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 
Golden Text: Luke 1 : 76 
z. January 11.—The Childhood CF FOCUS. p wesencsccs Luke 2 


Golden Text: Luke 2: 52 


. January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
Golden Text: Luke 3:8 


ao 


4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted 
Golden Text: 


TITY TTT Luke 3:21 to 4:30 
Hebrews 2: 18 


5. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 
Luke 4; 31 to 5:39 
Golden Text: Isaiah 53 :4 


6. February 8—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
Golden Text: Luke 6: 31 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 


Golden Text: 1 Timothy 1: 15 


i] 


. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
Golden Text: Luke 8:1 


. March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth . Missionaries 
Luke 9:1 to 10: 24 
Golden Text: Luke 10:2 


10. March 8—The Good Samaritan ........... Luke 10 : 25-37 
Golden Text: Leviticus 19: 18b 


re) 


11, March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11: 54 
Golden Text: John 15: 14 


12, March 22,—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
(Temperance Lesson.) 
Golden Text: Ephesians 5: 18 


13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 
Golden Text: Acts 10: 38 








opportunity to remind them of the wisdom enshrined 
in the old sayings, “Look before you leap,” and, 
“Well begun is half done.” For their own life and 
work this principle of adequate preparation for each 
step is one that we shall do well to urge. 

In this, as in everything else, we have our Lord 
Jesus Christ for our example. Think of the quiet 
years of growing up at Nazareth. The Father’s processes 
must not be hurried. The normal years of human 
life and growth must not be abridged. Similarly with 
the temptation. The kingdom of the world is yet 
to be given to the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet how 
long and tedious are the delays in the fulfillment of 
that divine purpose! Perhaps the most subtle of the 
Devil’s temptations was that Christ might speed up 
God’s time-table. “If thou therefore wilt worship me, 
all shall be thine” (Luke 4:7). To this temptation 
also the Lord turned a deaf ear. God will take time. 
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise” (2 
Pet. 3:9), but he is willing to wait long enough for 
man to have full opportunity to come to repentance. 

2. The Lord’s parabolic method. Every preacher 
knows something of the use of the art of illustration, 
and a parable is a kind of illustration, only it is an illus- 
tration of a special kind. It depends upon real and 
true analogies. This is where our ordinary illustra- 
tions often fail so sadly. 

We may usefully note the difference between the 





He Went About Doing Good 


By Amos R. Welk 


LEST the homes, within, without, that Christ 

the Saviour went about! Blest the land, with- 
out, within, that Christ the Saviour journeyed in! 
He walked along the flinty way, he bore the burden 
of the day, by casual bounty he was fed, he had no 
place to lay his head. His foes were many, brutal, 
rude, and yet he went to do them good. They 
sought to curse him and oppress; his ardent purpose 
was to bless. The King of Heaven, he left the 
skies, and sought the poor in humble guise; no 
beggar too abased to greet, no home too lowly for 
his feet. The sick with many a foul disease, what 
buoyant health he brought to these! He gave dear 
light to groping blind, and sanity to maniac mind. 
Above it all and through it all, he freed the victims 
of the Fall; salvation’s potent Paladin, he broke the 
bonds of deadly sin. And still his followers, in his 
name, go through the world to do the same, a lowly 
Christian brotherhood, with one clear purpose, — 
doing good. 














parable and other forms of figurative speech. There 
is the fable. This is characterized by its fanciful 
nature. We have an example in Jotham’s talking 
trees (Judg. 9). Then there is the myth. This is 
a literal story of obvious fact, but one that carries 
a hidden meaning. The existence of this hidden mean- 
ing is hinted at by some element of grotesqueness in 
the language. Thus you have the story of Hercules 
killing the water snake in the Lake of Lerna. The 
fact that this snake is represented as having many 
heads suggests at once that there is some hidden 
meaning. So we are prepared to learn that the story 
really refers to the draining of the lake and thus 
getting rid of the malaria-bearing mosquitoes with 
which it was infested. Then there is the, allegory. 
This gives us imaginary persons and actions in the 
very place of the real. A good example of this form 
is in the whole of Spencer’s great poem, “The Faery 
Queen.” Here the Faery Queen represents, first, 
Queen Elizabeth as the protagonist for truth in the 
great battle against the errors of the Papacy. And, 
—" the Faery Queen is a representation of truth 
itself. ‘ 

In all these three forms of figurative speech there 
is an obvious amount of elaboration that is absent in 
the case of our Lord’s parables. The reason for this 
simplicity is that the parables are based upon real 
analogies. A very little thought will show this. 

In the next place, consider the reason our Lord 
adopted this method of teaching. This is explained 
in Luke 8:10. The parabolic method was adopted 
on account of the growing hostility and the evident 
determination of the Pharisees to reject the Lord 
Jesus. It was therefore a measure of judgment. They 
had had the light and they had refused it. Finally 
the Lord took the Pharisees at their word and the 
light of direct teaching was exchanged for the com- 
parative dimness of the parable. On the other hand, 
all God’s dealings are in love, and the parable itself 
is a kind of kindergarten method for the babes of 
God’s family. By it deep spiritual truths are con- 
veyed through the medium of commonplace and every- 
day things. Like the pillar of fire the parable is dark 
and confusing to the enemy, but luminous with mean- 
ing to God’s own people. 

3. Our Lord’s attitude to those with whom he came 
in contact. This subject will repay any amount of 
study. In our present course of lessons we have that 
attitude illustrated in at least thiee ways. 

(1) To the woman who was a sinner. Note that 
his absolute holiness was no deterrent to the lowest 
and vilest. He never condoned sin in any shape or 
form. Yet the sinner who was beginning to hate 
the slavery of sin was irresistibly attracted to the 
Lord Jesus. 

(2) To the household at Bethany. In the friend- 
liness of social intercourse he never forgot his mis- 
sion. “The Son of man came not to be ministered’ 
unto, but to minister” (Matt. 20:28), and anything 
which tended to detract attention from the supreme 
thing was by him lovingly yet decisively rebuked. 

(3) To the Pharisees. In contact with the religious 
leaders he was just himself. He saw through their 
shams whether they were conscious or unconscious. 
He revealed these men to themselves for just what 
they were. To those who were sincere, like Nico- 
demus in the fourth Gospel, his contact meant heart- 
searching, the awakening of conscience, and the be- 
ginning of a new life in God. To the majority of 
these men contact with Christ produced growing re- 
sentment and hardening of heart. They refused: to 
receive correction. As their resentment against him 
grew so did he the more plainly tell them what they 
really were in God’s sight. 

It is worthy of our solemn consideration that the 
most scathing words against sinners fell from the 
lips of the incarnate Lord. His work is now, as it 
was then, to defeat the Devil and to relieve those who 
are oppressed of him. To the man who takes sides 
with Satan against God the Lord Jesus necessarily op- 
poses the same hostility as he does te Satan himself. 
Christ is going to win, and every one to whom the 
challenge to decide comes is compelled to declare 
himself. By that declaration he judges himself. 

This may well be the culminating point in our Re- 
view Lesson. 


TUuNBRIDGE WELLS, Ena. 
4 


The joy begun below never grows less: Our capac- 
ity te receive grows daily greater, and it is our priv- 
lege to have our joy full—Dr. W. Y. Fullerton, in 
the Keswick Calendar. 
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Reviewing the Quarter by Lesson Poems 
The heart of the lessons for the First Quarter of 1931 











By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 














1. Before the Face of the Lord.—The herald of 
the Saviour, the smoother of his ways,— what splen- 
dor his, what honor, what everlasting praise! What 
work the highest angels might glory to have done, 
preparing for the coming of God’s beloved Son! Be- 
fore the Face of power the Baptist proudly went; 
against the host of evil his ringing bow he bent; all 
majesty behind him, all wickedness before, he built 
the road the coming King should swiftly travel o’er. 
Before that Face of beauty the Baptist made his 
way, the loveliness, the sunshine of the everlasting 
day; he told the waiting people of the gleaming of 
that Face, all radiant with kindness, all glorious with 
grace. Before that Face of righteousness the Bap- 
tist marched along, with proclamations earnest and 
masterfully strong; he called to godly living, to 
justice and to right, and all his words rang royally 
with high and heavenly might. Before the Face of 
mercy the Saviour’s herald strode, and the promise 
of Messiah made comfort on his road. He spoke 
of free salvation; of sinners saved at last, and heavy 
hearts were lifted as the hopeful herald passed. Be- 
fore the face of Jesus, O brother! we may go, en- 
couraging the doubtful, confounding every foe, her- 
alds of perfect blessedness for those that heed the 
word; and He will come confirming all, our ever- 
blessed Lord! 


2. The Threefold Life.—Jesus grew in wisdom’s 
might, mind attuned to God and right. Jesus grew 
in stature tali, towering above them all. Jesus grew 
in favor’s span, favor both of God and man. In 
this world with folly rife, Jesus led the threefold 
life. Who can measure wisdom’s worth, guide to 
heaven and on earth? Richer far than any king, 
wisdom is the chiefest thing. Who can picture in 
his song, body-graces firm and strong? Bless the 
Lord who gives us health, basis of the spirit’s wealth. 
Who can live earth’s citizen save in harmony with 
men? Human favor, kindly dear, gives us confidence 
and cheer. Who can run the mortal race, lacking 
God’s sustaining grace? Heavenly favor, loving- 
wise, lifts poor creature to the skies. On this earth 
Thy Jesus trod, Thou who art the Triune God, 
yao —_ this woeful strife, may we tive the three- 
‘old life. 


3. The Christ of John the Baptist.—The Christ 
of John the Baptist was a being born of light; he 
came to earth a Conqueror of great and glorious 
might; his kingdom was the splendid realm of justice 
and of right; and John’s Christ shall be mine. The 
Christ of John the Baptist was a mightier far than 
he, and John the stalwart prophet said in deep hu- 
mility, “To loose his sandals is a task too glorious 
for me”; and John’s Christ shall be mine. The 
Christ of John the Sogtias was God’s beloved Son; 
his Father and the H6ly Ghost and he—the three 
were One; he gave the Holy Ghost to men that 
God’s will should be done; and John’s Christ shall 
be mine. The Christ of John the Baptist was po- 
tent to inspire; he baptized with the Spirit and he 
baptized with the fire; he showed to men the Father’s 
love, the Father’s holy ire; and John’s Christ shall 
be mine. The Christ of John the Baptist bore a 
sturdy threshing fan; he threshed as wheat, as liv- 
ing wheat, the waiting heart of man; the evil things, 
the sinful things, they fell before his ban; and John’s 
Christ shall be mine. ._The Christ of John the Bap- 
tist has a garner for his wheat, and not a grain shall 
fail him till he makes the pile complete; but all the 
chaff shall melt away in fierce and final heat; and 
John’s Christ shall be mine. : 


4. The Overcomer.—-Thou hast met the world’s 
temptations in the wilderness alone; thou hast met 
the Devil’s forces, thou hast faced him on his throne. 
In the power of the Spirit, by the Holy Spirit led, 
thou hast fought my own hard battles and hast con- 
quered in my stead. Thou hast fought, O Christ! 
the battle of the body and its lust; thou hast known 
the sore temptations that leap upward from the 
dust; body hungers, bestial fancies, hot and devilish 
desire, thou hast fought them with the Spirit’s high 
and purifying fire. Thou hast fought, O Christ! the 
battle of the bold, ambitious mind; hast refused the 
Devil’s kingdom and his pleasures mean and blind. 
Thou hast met the Devil’s falsehoods with the 
truth’s keen-thrusting sword, and hast won the only 
kingdom in the power of the Lord. Thou hast fought, 
O Christ! the battle of the subtly tempted soul; thou 
hast kept thy perfect purpose in thine own supreme 
control ; thou hast scorned the Devil’s_ bidding - for 
a seeming-noble end, and hast known that scheming 
Satan cannot be Jehovah’s friend. Thou hast met 
the three temptations with the weapon of the Book; 
thou hast slain the world’s Goliath with a pebble 





A large Adult Bible class had an interesting Re- 
view Sunday. The prose poems by Dr. Wells 
for the Quarter’s lessons were distributed to the 
members before the class. The teacher spent 
about a minute on each lesson topic, basing her 
message on the theme of the poem, and then called 
upon a member to read it aloud. The poems for 
the past Quarter are given hére for superin- 
tendents and teachers who may wish to use this 
novel and interesting plan. 








from the brook; thou hast done it all so grandly, 
with a power so divine, yet thou hast done it simply, 
in a way that may be mine. Ah, yes, O Christ my 
Saviour, in the wilderness with thee, I fight my 
small temptations with a might of less degree; but 
when I gain the triumph, and the tempter flees away, 
’tis thou, O overcomer, who winnest in the fray! 


5. The Surgeon of Souls.—Healer of fevers at 
touch of thy hand, cleanser of lepers with blessed 
command, opener of eyes to the beautiful light, tamer 
of demons with merciful might, curer of cripples 
with only a word, raiser of dead at the hest of the 
Lord, never a sorrow that thou dcst not feel, never 
diseases that thou canst not heal! Bodily anguish 
—ah, what is it all? Members and organs that tot- 
ter and fall, agues and cancers, consumptions and 
blights, desperate daytimes and torturing nights? 
Nothing are these to the sorrows that fill spirits 
immortal with ravening ill, Nothing are these to 
the shame and the fear reaching from earth to the 
infinite year. Nothing are these to Gethsemane’s 
woe, angels his enemies, heaven his foe. Nothing 
are these to Christ’s destiny dread,—heir of the ages 
a mortal and dead! Come to our spirits, O Sur- 
geon of souls! Come while the tide of thy clem- 
ency rolls! Fully restore us our lack and our loss! 
Cleanse our diseases with blood of the cross! 


6. The Golden Rule.—Men have tried the rule 
of stone, crashing, smashing, cruel, rude, battle shout 
and battle groan, bestial, blinded, stagnant, crude. 
Men have tried the rule of wood, cabins built for 
swift decay, dugouts hunting distant good, triumphs 
lasting but a day. Men have tried the iron rule, 
towers of trade that skyward press, rusted girder, 
rusted tool, crowded homes of wretchedness. Men 
have tried the rule of gold, bartered honor, bartered 
health, grasped what hands can never hold, lost the 
only lasting wealth. Rules of beauty men have tried, 
clustered thick with jewels rare; but they are not 
satisfied with the fairest of the fair. Paper rules 
have pleased awhile, pressed with many a learned 
line; but the logic loses guile and the wit has ceased 
to shine. One rule only holds its own all the other 
rules above, human hearts to guide and own—ah, 
the royal rule of love! That the rule the Teacher 
brought from the college of high Heaven; that the 
rule he kindly taught, that the rule to mortals given; 
that the rule from youth to age,—never put it’ on 
the shelf, fit it to life’s every page: love all others 
as yourself! 


7. At Jesus’ Feet.—At Jesus’ feet I lie in deep 
distress, lost in an utter sense of guiltiness. Sunk 
in the depths of impotent despair, somehow, scarce 
knowing how, I find me there. I lie a weakling. 
Now at final length I have abandoned all my vaunted 
strength. My arrogance, my confidence, my pride, 
in shame and sorrow I have cast aside. lie a tum- 
bled and a hopeless heap, my will submerged in 
deadly drunken sleep; lower than brute, a sodden log 
I seem, my manliness forgotten as a dream. Ah, but 
in any case at last I lie at Jesus’ feet where spirits 
never die. Above me is the shining of his face, 
aglow with all sweet potencies of grace. Above me 
are his wonder-working hands, above me is his voice 
of high commands; and as I lie, unutterably low, 
the mysteries of love begin to flow. Swiftly they 
melt the hardness of my heart, swiftly they tear my 
fetters wide apart; swiftly they bid me wake, and 
move, and rise, and look my living Saviour in the 
eyes. Oh, wonderful salvation! how I bless this 
restoration out of nothingness; and how I kneel in 
= complete, new-born, new-purified, at Jesus’ 
eet 


8. Farms.—Neighbor Jacob has a farm, fenced 
and sheltered from all harm, but the greedy birds 
of air, flocks and flocks are gathered there, birds 
of worldliness and greed, how they gobble wp the 
seed! Fenced from ‘all but feathered harm, Neighbor 
Jacob has a farm. Neighbor Simon has a farm, 
seeming free from all alarm, but the soil is very 
thin, and the seeds leap up therein, then they wither 
in a day, and are quite consumed away. That’s the 


subtle, dull alarm hid in Neighbor Simon’s farm. 
Neighbor Moses has a farm, managed with a lazy 
arm. Crops are miserably poor, wolf is howling at 
the door, weeds and briers all around thickly cum- 
bering the ground. Neighbor Moses has a farm tilled 
with such a slackened arm! Neighbor Caleb has a 
farm,—ah, its many-smiling charm! Soil is rich 
and soil is fine, grain and fruit in lengthened line, 
humus black and humus deep, and the produce heap 
on heap! Neighbor Caleb has a farm, faithfulness 
its winning charm. 


9. The Near Kingdom.—The kingdom is nigh 
you, the kingdom of God, the blessed domain that 
our fathers have trod, the kingdom of utter and 
limitless worth, that reaches the heavens and covers 
the earth. The kingdom is nigh you, the kingdom 
of wealth, the kingdom of power, the kingdom of 
health, the splendor of wisdom, of beauty and grace, 
the crown of creation, the joy of the race! The 
kingdom is nigh you, oh, blessedly near, familiar 
and common and ready and here. It asks not for 
purchase or search or delay. It’s yours for the 
asking and taking today. The kingdom is nigh you, 
and always has been. There’s only one sundering 
barrier —sin. There’s only one foe has a powerful 
rod to part the sad soul from the kingdom of God. 
The kingdom is nigh you, there’s nothing so nigh, 
as near as your heart or your lip or your eye, as 
near as the comforting walls of your home; and 
always so near you, wherever you roam. The king- 
dom is nigh you; oh, why then remain so far that 
it seeks you and seeks you in vain? Down, down 
with the horrible barrier, sin. Open heart to the 
kingdom and welcome it in! 


10. The Jew.—I think it was a Jew who chanced 
to go that risky highway down to Jericho, who fell 
among the thieves and wounded lay, the while those 
cruel ruffians ran away. I think it was a Jew who 
saw his priest go scurrying, selfish-anxious, to the 
east, no eye nor ear for pitéous sight and sound,— 
his brother Jew upon the bloody ground. I think 
it was a Jew whose sight, so dim, perceived the Le- 
vite pause and look at him, a curious gaze, half 
horror and half pride, and then pass by upon the 
other side. I think it was a Jew who shrank with 
fear as that accurst Samaritan drew near; whose 
poor, contracted soul, so cold, so mean, quivered at 
that detested touch unclean. I think it was a Jew 
whose opening heart glowed as his saver played the 
better part, bestowed him at his inn, and tended him 
through all the fevered watches ghastly grim. I 
think it was a Jew who walked away, restored and 
grateful, on some later day. He still was member 
of his Hebrew clan, but brother now of any fellow 
man, 


11. The One Thing Needful.—One thing is needful: 
not a heap of gold; not sparkling jewels, riches 
manifold; not huge domains imperially, nor all the 
gorgeous garniture of pride. One thing is needful, all 
desires above: one crowning benison, the Saviour’s 
love; one joy, surpassing power, ease, and art, and 
he who has it has the better part. To know the 
Saviour’s love is all our own, to hear the Saviour’s 
voice in tender tone, to feel the pressure of the 
Saviour’s hand, and all the Saviour’s will to under- 
stand, ah! this, while world-contenders war and 
bleed, this is the thing, the only thing, they need; 
this is the world’s uncomprehended goal, the 
bliss, the peace, the power of the soul. Why do we 
purchase goods at lavish price, when for all good 
an asking will suffice? Why do we struggle after 
petty spoil, when the eternal profit needs no toil? 
Ah, Martha, Martha, worn with many things, how 
little gain your anxious trouble brings! Lead us, 
dear Mary, trustful, gentle, sweet, lead us with thee 
to sit at Jesus’ feet! 


12. Thou Fool.—“I will eat, I will drink and be 
merry.” So boasted the opulent fool. “A fig for 
Death’s limited ferry! I am under life’s liberal rule. 
There’s a time for the summing of duty, there’s a 
time for the counting of cost, but I am for pleasure 
and beauty, and let not an instant be lost!” So he 
ate and he drank to his liking, a frolicsome wreath 
on his head, until the last summons was striking, 
until the last minute was dead. And there were 
the barns he had builded, and there were his drinks 
and his foods, and the throne he had gorgeously 
gilded, and his palaces bursting with goods; and there 
was his shivering spirit, his naked and pitiful self,— 
and who should his chattels inherit, and who should 
be gay with his pelf? Ah, Teacher of eminent 
teachers, thou Master of wisdom’s one school, thou 
gentlest and kindest of preachers, for once thou 
hast said, “Thou fool!” 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr, Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an_ Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT marks Luke as a thorough biographer of 
our Lord? 
2. What marks Luke as a fair-minded biographer? 


3. In what national characteristic is Luke thought to 
be different from all the other inspired authors of the 
Scriptures ? 


4. Intimate association with what_ prominent. charac- 
ters is likely to have given color to Luke’s writings? 


5. How do we account for the very human touch in 
many of Luke’s accounts, -— particularly the healing in- 
cidents ? 


6. What noted writer declared that Luke’s Gospel 
was “the most beautiful book ever written” ? 


7. What are some of the unique features of his* biog- 
raphy in contrast to the other Gospels? 


8. What characteristics of our Lord seem most em- 
phasized in Luke’s account of him? 


9. What two features of our Saviour’s life have equal 
place in Luke’s biography ? 


lo. What may account for the fact that Luke often 
withholds names of persons and places, simply saying, 
“a certain man,” or “in a certain city”? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





| MatTERIAL: A poster. 








\ - a poster of a rainbow (colored). Under- 
neath the arch of the rainbow print the words, 
Jesus Saviour. On the seven colors of the rainbow, 
print the following seven things mentioned in the rec- 
ord of Christ’s earthly deeds. 

Healing those oppressed of the Devil. 

The blind receive their sight. 

The lame walk. 

The lepers are cleansed. 

The deaf hear. 

The dead are raised. 

The poor have good tidings preached to them. 

What a rainbow of joy this must have been to the 
people of Judea and Samaria! They followed him, 
constantly bringing the sick and diseased to him. We 
think every one would have turned to him then, but 
there were enemies then even as there are now, and 
we shall soon see how bitterly they fought him, in 
spite of all the wonderful things he did among them. 

But many heard him gladly then, even as now, and 
to them he is the Light of the world, —their Saviour. 

Movesto, CAL. 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Eesson 1.—The Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 
1). Is your birth anything for anybody to rejoice 
about? Are father and mother, family, neighbors 
glad you ever came into the world? This was one 
point of our first lesson of the year. The second 
was, if we had to be one of those who serve in 
Heaven we would like to be in the “Good Tidings” 
company under Gabriel. The third point was, we 
wanted to grow in body, develop in soul, and wind 
up in the Moses class at 120, eyes not dim or nat- 
ural force abated. We get it, waiting on the Lord. 


Lesson 2.—The Childhood of Jesus (Luke 2). 
What is “grace”? We decided it includes everything 
heavenly. The chief item being Jove. With the love 
of the “boss” you are in his “good graces.” The 
one grand wish for any boy or girl is that like 
the Master they shall be in favor with God and man, 
and the first usually carries the second. 


Lesson 3.—The Ministry of John the Baptist. 
(Luke 3). In this lesson we discussed what for 
want of a better name we were pleased to call “strong 
arm preaching” with John the Baptist as an early 
example and Billy Sunday as a later. Does lots of 
good on occasion, but not for steady diet! Nor is 
every one equipped to do it. There is nothing that 
can add greater happiness to a father than children 
who will be well pleasing. And vice versa with 
broken hearts. _Every boy and girl can be well pleas- 
ing to Father and father by taking Him! 


Lesson 4.—Jesus Tempted (Luke 3:21 to 4: 30). 
In the first temptation the Devil was after the human 
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side of Jesus and was offering him “the easy way.” 
The way so many fall. Our jails are full of them. 
Then the Devil tries to “sell” him his own property. 
This world and its beauty is ours when we are God’s. 
Scripture says so. The last temptation was the 
most subtle of all. The temptation to “show off,” 
which desire more or less is in all the children of 
men. Just look around you! 


Lesson 5.—Jesus the Great Physician (Luke 4: 31 
to 5:39). Jesus talked to disease as though it was 
alive, and sure enough science has discovered that 
this is just what disease is made up of. “Bugs” we 
called the microbes and germs. Jesus believed in the 
“rest cure’ with prayer accompaniment. You will 
please note that for lots of “rest cure” patients the 
praying is forgotten. 


Lesson 6.—Jesus the World’s Teacher (Luke 6). 
The world, the flesh, and the Devil approve of re- 
joicing and leaping at prize fights, horse races, and 
ball games, but when we obey the Master’s injunc- 
tion in religious matters the above triumvirate cry, 
“Emotionalism!” Another thing the Master teaches 
is the Golden Rule. If worked in the family it solves 
all probleias. If worked in merchandising it makes 
business a pleasure and delight. ‘We get what we 
give. Pick out what you would like most and get 
it by filling your own specifications. 


Lesson 7.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners (Luke 7). 
This was a lesson to touch the heart of every one. 
The story of “an angel who had lost her way.” Jesus 
was ever thoughtful for and tender to the Woman 
of ‘Samaria, the Woman of the Stoning Bee, the 
Woman of the Ointment Box, the Woman of the 
Seven Devils. There are going to be some great 
surprise parties up yonder in Abraham’s City with 
foundations. “Man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 


Lesson 8.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings (Luke 
8). The best tidings that can come to men in dan- 
ger is the news of salvation. The sky fliers think 
the parachutes are “good tidings” and when they fly 
they sit on them! Churches and Sunday-schools 
grow when they feed on the Word. “The Gideons 
are busy putting Bibles into hotels, why not also 
take on churches?” was a wise crack in this lesson. 
It is hard to hold fast to words. It is done by con- 
none review or having the words stored up in the 

eart. 


Lesson 9.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
(Luke 9:1 to 10:24). Jesus came into a world full 
of ravening wolves. The unresisting early Christians 
were the lambs of the Roman wolves. Our religion 
is a blood-bought gem —a ruby, the deep red, the most 
precious of all. The merry sport of .knocking the 
Devil out of folks is what lends zest to the Christian 
life. Jesus loved to do it. They all knew him, too. 
When you review. this lesson don’t forget that out 
of the home of the “laborer,” secular and clerical, 
come some of our greatest and best. 


Lesson. 10—The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25- 
37). This is the lesson where we learned the value 
of the definition of the word “neighbor” which was 
given to the world in one of Christ’s great stories. 
Definitions are scarce. Electricity — Gravitation — 
Ether — Life — Radium. Our “eleemosynary’” insti- 
tutions! The conclusion of the hard-boiled old news- 
paper reporter. “What most people need is faith in 
the divinity of Christ, and a belief in his revelation. 
This helps more people than any man-made creed 
that has been devised or can be devised.” 


Lesson 11.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes (Luke 
10:38 to 11:54). It was here we had our two girl 
friends Martha and Mary. God never shows his love 
more certainly than in making his children all dif- 
ferent. Variety is the spice of life. That’s why 
we marry opposites. There are lawyers and law- 








Lesson Calendar 


The ce plete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
n April 5—Jesus Teaches Humility 
Luke 13:1 to 14:35; 18: 15-17 


Or, 

Easter Lesson: The Resurrection ...... t Cor. 15 : 1-8, 50-58 
2. April 12—The Prodigal Son ......... ereeediweaen Luke 15 
3. April 19 —The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16:1 to 17 : 37 
4 Berl ah—oe G6 BROe sicssscccccscedcccdssccces Luke 18 
s. May 3 Jesus in the Home of Zaccheus ..Luke 19: 1-10 
6 May 1to—The Parable of the Pounds ....Luke 19: 11-26 
7. May 17.—Jesus Enters Jerusalem as King 


Luke 19: 28 to 20: 47 


8. May 24.—Jesus Preparing for the End 

Luke 21:1 to 22:23 
9. May 31.—Jesus in Gethsemane ............ Luke 22 : 24-71 
10; June Fie FeOUs CHUGH” ie pidisapssesccdsctvcuseesss Luke 23 


tr, June 14.—The Resurrection and&the Ascension. Luke 24 

12. June 21.—The Sin of Causing Others to Stumble. 
(Temperance Lesson.) .....cesccscsees Romans 14 : 13-23 

13. June 28.—Review: Jesus the Wortd’s Saviour: 
Suffering atid Sovereignty. 
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yers, and folks and folks, and a cross-section of all 
the -sorts is found to run ‘pretty much the same. 
Word-catching is common and one of the -cheapest 
of sports, anybody can do it, but the Smart One 
won’t believe a word of it. 


Lesson 12.—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts 
(Temperance Lesson) (Luke 12). Thomas, whose 
friends were Herbert, Harvey, and Henry, all men 
of wealth and position and who said, “I am not ac- 
quainted with anyone who is happy.” We invited 
him, but he never came, to Coatesville where there 
are dead loads of happy folks, as in your town. Poor 
Tommy! Lindy, who made the Paris living monu- 
ment of Dry Young America. Mrs. Lindy of the 
same kind. And we wind up the Quarter singing 
“Count your many blessings.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing 4 reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the iesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
a desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
neede 


Compassion, Not Complaint.—Jesus of Nazareth 
... who went about doing good (Golden Text). A 
man had‘ been asked why he invariably followed a well- 
known man into the most uncomfortable situations, 
and he replied: “All the years I have known So- 
and-So, I have never known him to say whether he 
was cold or hot, wet or dry, sick or well; but I 
have never known him to forget a man who was.’”— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


What We All Need.—Who went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil 
(Golden Text). I believe it was Pastor Dolman 
whom I heard tell of how he was sitting at his desk 
one day when he heard the door creak, and then 
suddenly there was a sharp cry of pain. Looking 
up, he saw his little daughter, who had started to 
enter the room when her little fingers had caught 
in the door. He jumped, and calling the mother, 
said, “You better -come and look after this little 
girl.” The mother came, and taking the child, said 
tenderly, “Does it hurt so dreadfully?” “Oh, it 
hurts,” said the child, “but the worst is that 
Daddy didn’t even say ‘Oh!’” How we like some 
one who says “Oh!” some one who sighs with us, 
weeps with us, feels with us in our troubles; and 
you remember what is said of our Lord, “In all 
their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his 
presence saved them.”—From H. A. Ironside. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Would All Men Worship Virtue?—Jesus of Naz- 
areth ... who went about doing good (Golden Text). 
Once, it is said, a Scottish preacher of the modern 
school closed a sermon with these words, “Virtue is 
so attractive that, if she were to become incarnate 
and walk the world in human form, men wou!d fall 
down and worship her.” The pulpit oi that church 
was occupied the same evening by a different type 
of preacher, a humble evahgelical man, who loved 
the Gospel of a crucified Redeemer. He preached 
Christ crucified, and at the close of his discourse re- 
minded the congregation of the statement made in 
the morning by the senior preacher, and then added, 
“I am very sorry to say that Virtue did once walk 
the world in human form, in the person of the Lord 
Tesus Christ, and men, instead of falling down and 
worshiping him, crucified and nailed him to a tree.”— 
From Heart and Life Magasine. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Very Few Friends of This Sort.—Doing good 
(Golden Text). On Lord Houghton one day leav- 
ing a party of friends, W. E. Forster said to Lord 
Dalhousie, after he had gone: “I have many friends 
who would be kind to me in distress, but only one 
who would be equally kind to me in disgrace, and 
he has just left the room.” Christ is the friend who 
never fails, not only those who are in distress, but 
also those who are in disgrace—From Sunday Com- 
panion. Sent by Miss G. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Sur- 
rey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Better Than Loving to Preach.—Healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil (Golden Text). When 
the Rev. George Pentecost had finished a discourse 
in the city of Edinburgh, Horatio Bonar put his hand 
upon his shoulder and said, “You love to preach to 
men, don’t you?” And Dr. Pentecost answered, 
“Yes.” And Mr. Bonar said, “Do you love the men 
you preach to?” That was Christian preaching in 
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Lesson for March 29 


the days of Jesus Christ. It was not 
the sermon that was to him the great 
thing, but humanity, and the vital ques- 
tion of how humanity might be helped. 
To his divine eye, every upturned face 
was full of latent pathos. To him each 
man and woman and little child was 
the center of a history. He spoke to 
hearts in which baffled hope was dying, 
and he knew it; hearts every one of 
which either had ached; or were aching, 
or were to ache tomorrow. And he 
brought to them not politics, not a mere 
literary essay, but spiritual help, for 
“when he saw the multitudes, he was 

moved with compassion on them.”— 

Srom George Dowling. Sent by Mrs. 
hb), Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


When Retort Was Needed.—O ppressed 
with the devil (Golden Text). A young 
man, under the influence of drink, stood 
on the outside of a crowd and boasted 
that he would make the open-air preacher 
leave off preaching. He shouted: “Hi, 
Mister, you can go home; you needn’t 
preach any more—the Devil’s dead!” The 
preacher looked at the young man 
sternly and replied: “The Devil’s dead? 
Then you’re an orphan!” The youth 
hurried away abashed, while the gath- 
ered crowd smiled broadly.—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.-We thank 
thee, our Father, for the gift of thy Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician, 
the friend of sinners, the master teacher, 
the loving Saviour. We pray that we may 
more faithfully follow him in loyal and 
loving obedience. May we accept his vic- 
tory in times when we are tempted. May 
we carry his Gospel, the good tidings of 
the kingdom of God. May we learn from 
him as we remember how he dealt with 
others. Help us, we pray thee, to receive 
willingly and earnestly these wonderful les- 
sons that have come to us in the past weeks, 
and may we commit our lives to the saving 
power and sure guidance of the Lord Jesus. 
In his dear name we pray. Amen. 


A .Word to the Superintendent.— 
We are having a wonderiul opportunity 
to study the life of the Lord Jesus in 
the Gospel of Luke.. Inasmuch as we 
are following clear through this Gospel, 
it would be interesting to the school if 
some one could be chosen to give on 
this Review Sunday a description of the 
Gospel of Luke, — its main outlines and 
purpose. “Mastering the Gospel of Luke” 
John 
Weaver Weddell, giving an outline of 
this Gospel, together with a list of books 
that would be helpful toward a betier 
understanding of the lessons that we are 
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review at this point in the course, and 
a preview, would be very helpful if the 
superintendent would do this himself from 
the platform, or ask the pastor to do 
it. Here are ten questions that are sug- 
gested for a written review, the ques- 
tions to be dictaied from the desk, and 
the answers to be written by pupils and 
teachers in whatever departments of the 
school the superintendent thinks best. 


1. What was the chief work of John 
the Baptist? 

2. Give the Golden Text of lesson 2, 
beginning “Jesus increased —” 

3. Describe briefly the three tempta- 
tions of the Lord Jesus as described in 
the fourth lesson. ‘ 

4. Give two incidents of Jesus as the 
great physician. 

5. What. incident do you recall in the 
seventh lesson, showing how Jesus was 
the friend of sinners? 

6. What were the four kinds of ground 
on which the seed fell as described in 
the parable of the sower? 

7. What were some of the instructions 
that Jesus gave to the seventy whom he 
sent out two by two as his missionaries? 

8. Tell briefly the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

9. What is the test that Jesus gave by 
which we might know whether we are 
his friends, or not? 

10. What does God expect us to do 
with the gifts that he has given us? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Lesson Hymns 
“Memories of Galilee.” 
“Rock of Ages.” 
“He Lifted Me.” 
“There Is Power in the Blood.” 
“By His Stripes We Are Healed.” 
“Nor Silver, Nor Gold.” 


4 
For Primary Teachers 


By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Y USING two chapters each day, 
read the first twelve chapters of 
Luke during the week. Let us try to 
make the Review as bright and fresh for 
the little folks as possible. Ask leading 
questions on each lesson, helping them 
get a connected story of the Quarter’s 
lessons, showing the Saviour by all of 
his lovely deeds and words, seeking that 
which was lost (Luke 19: 10). 
1. When God was ready to send his 
Son into the world he prepared a mes- 
senger to go before him, to tell the peo- 


ple to get ready for their King. Who 
was the Lord’s forerunner? What kind 
of people were John’s parents? Who 


told them the Lord was going to give 
them a son? Where was the Lord Jesus 
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born? Who were the first people to 
hear the good news? How did the shep- 


_ herds show that they believed the angel’s 


message ? 

2. Ask about the two aged people who 
were in the Temple waiting to see the 
world’s Saviour. How old was the Lord 
Jesus when he went to the Passover 
feast at Jerusalem? Did he want to go 
home when the feast was over? What 
did he do? 


3. How did John tell the people to get 
ready for the King? What happened 
when the Lord Jesus was baptized? 

4. After the Saviour was baptized, and 
the Holy Spirit had come upon him, 
where did the Spirit lead him? How 
long was he out in the wilderness with- 
out food? In how many different ways 
did oatan try to get the Son to disobey 
God? 


5. The Lord Jesus was now ready to 


go among his people, seeking the lost. | 


Let the class tell of the different lovely 
ways by which he showed his love. Talk 
about the Sabbath day in Capernaum. 
Who was helped in the synagogue? In 
Simon’s home? Who came to the Sav- 
iour at Simon’s door when the sun was 
setting ? 

6. The Lord healed and helped so many 
that a great crowd of people often came 
to him. He taught these people the law 
of his Father’s kingdom. Talk wiih the 
children about some of these laws. Have 
them repeat with you Luke 6: 27, 28. 


7. Although many people came to the 
Saviour, still there were always some 
who found fault with him. Do the chil- 
dren remember the sinful woman who 
came to Simon’s house where the Lord 
had been invited to dinner? Who can 
tell the story of the two debtors, and 
give its meaning? 

8. The Lord Jesus went through all the 
cities and villages preaching the good 
tidings of the kingdom. Once he preached 
from a boat while the people stood on 
the shore. He told the story of a farmer 
sowing seeds. Who can tell what became 
of the farmer’s seed? What did the Lord 
say the “seed” meant? About how many 
kinds of “hearers” did he tell the people? 


9. The Master needed helpers to go 


| out and tell the Good News to the peo- 
| ple. So he chose some men to be with 


him and learn about the Father’s king- 
dom. How many did he choose? What 
were these men called? What did the 
Lord give them power to do? There 
were so many people who needed to hear 
about the Father’s love that the Saviour 
appointed seventy others. Where did he 
send them? 

10. A man once asked the Lord, “Who 
is my neighbour?” The Lord answered 
this man by telling him a beautiful story. 
How many can tell the story of the Good 
Samaritan? 





11. One day a woman in Bethany 
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‘named Martha invited the Lord Jesus to 


her home. How did Martha show her love 
for the Saviour? What did Mary do? 
What did the Saviour say about Martha 
and Mary? The disciples asked the Mas- 
ter to teach them to pray. What won- 
derful prayer did he teach them? What 
is the first thing we ask for in this 
prayer? 

12. Once the Lord warned the people 
against loving money too much. Who 
can tell the story the Lord told about 
the rich, selfish farmer? The Master 
taught the people that they should watch 
and be ready tor his coming. Can any- 
one tell the story of the two servants? 

Repeat the Memory Verse: “The blind 
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to 
the poor the gospel is preached” (Luke 
7: 22b). 

Curnton, S. C. 


we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Prepared for; 2. In childhood; 3. 
Needing a forerunner; 4. Conquering 
temptation; 5. Healing the sick; 6. 
Giving golden rules; 7. Forgiving the 
sinful; 8. Teaching through his deeds; 
9. Choosing helpers; 10. Telling stor- 
ies; 11. Among friends and enemies; 
12 Teaching true temperance. 











HAT a great picture we have al- 

ready traced in Luke’s Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the world’s Saviour! And 
only twelve studies of that portrait have 
we had so far, with twelve more to come 
—what will this likeness be when com- 
plete! 

Ask your girls to try their amateur 
hands at copying that picture, this week 
— twelve of them, each one laying in 
such “strokes” as she can recall from 
Luke’s work on this life-size portrait 
under the twelve divisions suggesied 
above. With all reverence let it be done, 
allowing each girl just two minutes of 
time to make her contribution to the 
whole. You might call it “relay sketch- 
ing,” for each is supposed to add some- 
thing to the word-portrait by her own 
words, as she emphasizes what impressed 
her most about the Lord Jesus himself 
under her assignment from the twelve 
themes. 

For instance, girl number one might 
say: It is mine to lay in the backgrouna 
of this portrait of our Lord — those strik- 
ing figures that surrounded him in his 
infancy, whose hearts God prepared for 
his coming. There were three men, three 
women, and a little child so prepared: a 
faithful old priest and his blameless wife, 
Zacharias and Elisabeth; the strong hus- 
band of the lovely young mother of our 
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Lord, Joseph, and Mary of Nazareth; and 
that old, old Simeon, “righteous and de- 
vout,” who with the still older prophet- 
ess, Anna, recognized the tiny Babe in 
the Temple; and the little son of proph- 
ecy, John, who was all his own youth 
preparing for his work as_ forerun- 
ner. These seven figures we must see 
in the background of any full-length por- 
trait of Jesus Christ. 

Number two can help the others catch 
again that entrancing glimpse into the 
walled garden of Jesus’ childhood, 
through the one picture of him at twelve 
years of age. 

Number three must speak of John the 
Baptist’s great work as forerunner of 
his Lord, stressing Jesus’ need of him, 
and the utterly unselfish and humble serv- 
ice of John. 

Four will lay in the dark shadows of 
the great temptation, with the sharply 
contrasting high-light of the victory our 
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Master won over Satan. What lines of 
superb strength and conquering purity 
she must bring out in his face, from this 
scene ! 

Five will have the full tenderness of 
his face and voice and touch to add as 
she speaks of his healing the sick in soul 
and body. She may do this best, per- 
haps, through a brief description of the 
one miracle of healing that moves her 
most, 

So let the picture grow until all of 
the twelve have spoken, each bringing 
out some characteristic in the Saviour 
that is different from the others. Then 
ask all the girls to sum up in single words 
what they “see” in Jesus— purity, 
strength, tenderness, love, compassion, 
wisdom, decision, calmness, penetration, 
keenness, peace, power, and so on. Ask 
each one to tell under just what circum- 
stance in Christ’s life she “sees” her 
chosen trait come out most strongly — to 














The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


H Author of 
By Wade C. Smith “The Little Jett: Telling Bible Stories” 
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give some definite illustration of his 
strength, tenderness, purity, power, and 
so on. 

Such a re-view ought to refresh mem- 
ories and also revivify impressions and 
rekindle emotions, 


Home Study 

Pause in your synopsis to sum up in 
twelve carefully chosen words the twelve 
most marked traits of character you have 
so far found in Luke’s portrait of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Which 
one of all the twelve attracts you most 
strongly? Why? 

Decatur, GA. 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CurRIsTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIsTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What good man was troubled 
when he saw an angel of the Lord in 
the Lord’s house? 


2. Who journeyed a whole day hunt- 
ing a twelve-year-old boy? 

3. Who said .he was not fit to lace his 
cousin’s shoes? 


4. Who suggested to another that he 
jump off a high ,building? 

5. What terrible “incurable” disease 
was healed by a touch? 


6. Who taught a lesson about getting 
things in your eye, and what was the 
lesson? 

7. What host forgot the commonest 
courtesies when he entertained a won- 
derful guest? 

8. Who is always ready to snatch the 
Word of God out of hearts, if it is not 
allowed to sink.in? 

9. What are we to rejoice about more 
than power over Satan? 

10. What first aid and rescue scene is 
a picture of what Christ has done for 
us? Why? 

11. What housekeeping problem did a 
woman bring to Christ? 

12, What expansion program made a 
fool out of a rich man? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


SAY: fellows, let us take again this 
Quarter the key phrases used for 
the past twelve lessons and see what we 
can recall of them in the brief space 
allotted. 

No. 1.—Before His Face. John the 
Baptist, at his birth, was announced as 
a messenger to go before the face of 
Jesus Christ and prepare his way into 
the knowledge and hearts of men. Every 
Christian is privileged to go “before his 
face” to do that same high thing. 

No. 2.—‘‘My Father’s Business.”” The 
boy Jesus early recognized his own high 
commission, and at the age of twelve 
was about his Father’s business. Al- 
though this is not surprising in the boy 
Jesus, it is one of the amazing facts of 
the Gospel that God is willing to use, 
and does use, even little children, in 
his “business,” permitting them to handle 
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matters of greater importance than the 
affairs of a national congress. 

No. 3.—John Broadcasting. John’s 
“wave length’ was not only world-wide 
in its reach, as it has come now to be; 
but it was age-long, which is more im- 
portant. The real test of a message is 
not so much its range in miles, but in 
time, and in the memories and lives of 
men. “Behold the Lamb of God!” 

No. 4.—All Points. Jesus Christ is 
our Great High Priest (Heb. 4:14), by 
whom we pray to the Father. In He- 
brews 4:15 we are told that “we have 
not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin.” 

No. 5.—An Unclean Devil. Yes, the 
Great Physician can drive from us the 
unclean devil, as well as all the others 
who beset us. Unclean thoughts, which 
issue in unclean deeds, cannot abide in 
our hearts while we are yielded to the 
touch of the Great Physician. 

No. 6.—The Other Cheek, Love sui- 
fereth long, and is kind;—doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its 
own, is not provoked, taketh no account 
of evil” (1 Cor. 13:4, 5, R. V.). Jesus 
Christ said: “And unto him that smit- 
eth thee on the one cheek offer also the 
other” (Luke 6:29), and he demon- 
strated his teaching by permitting his 
enemies even to crucify him. His serv- 
ants have been enabled to follow his ex- 
ample as to the cheek smiting and to mar- 
tyrdom, even to the present century. 

No. 7.—Afraid of God. The Lord 
Jesus made it clear that he was the 
friend of sinners. The scribes and 
Pharisees attacked him on that very 
score. But sinners learned something 
new about God the Father, of whose 
stern justice they were afraid, when 
Christ said: “He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). 

No. 8.—The Seed Snatcher. This is 
an activity of the Devil that is re- 
vealed by Christ in his parable of the 
Sower. “Those by the way side are 
they that hear; then cometh the devil, 
and taketh away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be 
saved” (Luke 8:12). 

No. 9.—Lieutenant Rowan. A_ mes- 
senger sent forth by the United States 
Government with the joyous news of 
succor to the Cuban patriot general when 
he had all but given up hope. You and 

are messengers definitely commis- 
sioned by the Highest with the task of 
giving news of salvation to defeated 
sinners, 

No. 10—Who Is Neighbor? In the 
teachings of the Lord Jesus, my neigh- 
bor is anybody in the whole world who 
needs something that I can supply. 

No. 11.—Friends and Foes. All life 
is subject to the attacks of its peculiar 
enemies — from plant life all the way up 
to spiritual life. Our Lord has shown 
us how to meet the assaults of our ene- 
mies and overthrow them. 


No. 12.—Shining Copper and Dull 
Gold. There is such a thing as being 
“a penny wise and a pound foolish” in 
the great issue of life — the life that now 
is and the life eternal. “For what shall 
it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
(Mark §&: 36.) 

GreENszoRO, N. C, 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of March 22) 


1. That “an innumerable multitude of 
people” were following our Lord, and that 
so closely and eagerly that “they trode one 
upon another” in their desire to see and 
hear him. Yet Luke is a careful and ac- 
curate historian — how hungry men are for 
the truth 


2. This coin was the assarion, worth a 
cent and a half —two of them then, three 
cents. 

3. In Matthew 5: 26, where it is the trans- 
lation of the word kodrantes, worth nearly 
four mills, not quite half a cent. 

4. The emphasis of the opening passage 
of this chapter is on God’s care for his own 
and their consequent release from care con- 
cerning mere earthly possessions; and the 
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succeeding verses also emphasize this same 


can befall us. “For we have not an high 


truth — that they who seek God first will | priest which cannot be touched with the 


lack no needful thing. 


5. Matthew's sixth chapter records many 
of these same words of our Lord’s, in a 
different setting. Perhaps he repeated them, 
or Matthew gathered them all into one place 
in his record for purposes of his argument. 


6. The Standard Dictionary defines a fool 
as “a person lacking in understanding, judg- 
ment, or common sense; a simpleton.” It 
is interesting to note also that this diction- 
ary offers as its fifth phase of definition: 
“One without spiritual wisdom; wicked per- 
son,” 

7. The fool that “hath said in his heart, 
There is no God” (Psa. 14: 1 and Psa. 53: 
1). 


8. Iron pyrites, a mineral with a color 
and glitter suggesting gold (Standard. Dic- 
tionary). 

9. A state of deceptive bliss, or happiness, 
founded on vain hopes (Standard Diction- 
ary). 

1o. A failure to reckon on and provide 
for the future life. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Apr. 5. Easter Messages in Literature. Col. 
3:1-4. (Consecration Meeting.) 
Apr. 12 How Far Dare We Practice the 


Brotherhood of Man? Matt 23: 8-12. 
Apr. 19. How Can Churches Work Together? 
Acts 2: 36-42, 47. 
. 2. The Unmet Needs of the World. 
Acts 16: 6-10, 





Sunday, March 29 
Why Christ Is a Sty Master (Phil. 
2:5-11 





Mon.—Because He is Son of God. (John 
1 : 14-18). 

Tues.—He has supreme knowledge. (John 
3 2 10-13). 

Wed.—He seeks our good (John 10 : 27-30.) 

Thurs.—He works with us. (John 15: 4, 


5). 

Fri—He sympathizes with us. (Heb. 4: 
14-16). 

Sat.—He has conquered the world. (John 
16 : 28-33). 
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Why should Jesus be implicitly obeyed? 
What sort of master is Satan? 
Can we be our own master? Why? 


CERTAIN man had a lovely -Chi- 

nese plaque with curious raised fig- 
ures upon it. One day it fell from the 
wall on which it was hung, and was 
cracked right across the middle. Not 
long after this, the gentleman sent to 
China for six more of these valuable 
plates, ,and to insure an exact match he 
sent his broken plate, which had been 
repaired, as a copy. To his intense as- 
tonishment, some six months later when 
he received his six new plates and his 
injured one, he found that the Chinese 
had so faithfully followed his original 
that each new plate had a crack right 
across it! 


co 

Though we may take the best of men 
for our example, we are apt to copy their 
imperfections, but when we follow the 
Lord Jesus then only can we be sure 
of a perfect pattern. This is one great 
reason why the Lord Jesus is a worthy 
Master and deserves our implicit obedi- 
ence. Under no other can we be assured 
of absolute impartiality, perfect judg- 
ment, and infinite love. 


ye 
Christ is a worthy Master and deserves 
our obedience because none other loves 
us as does he. He “loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20); “we love 
him, because he first loved us” (1 John 
4:19). 
5 3 
The Lord Jesus should be implicitly 
obeyed because he has purchased us. 
Peter speaks of the Lord who “bought” 
us (2 Pet. 2:1). In Corinthians we read, 
“Ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 
6:20; 7: 23). “ 


The Lord Jesus is a worthy Master 
because he understands perfectly all that 


j feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin” (Heb. 4:15). 

oe 
| The Lord Jesus is a worthy Master 
because he is able to save and to help 
us. “Wherefore he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them” (Heb. 7: 
25); “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 
Cor. 12:9); “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 
4:13); “My God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches: in glory 
by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19) ;° “Now 
unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling [stumbling]” (Jude 24). 

ve 

What a contrast we find when we 
turn both to God’s Word and to our own 
experience to see what kind of master 
Satan is. In John 8:44 the words of 
the Lord Jesus himself brand Satan as 
a “murderer from the beginning,” and 
as a “liar, and the father of it.” Reve- 
lation 12:9 tells us that Satan is a 
world-wide deceiver (cf. also 2 Cor. 11: 
14, 15). 

From Job 1: 12-19; Luke 13: 16; and 
Revelation 2:10 we learn that Satan is 
an afflicter and an oppressor. Consider 
also the number of instances in the Gos- 
pels where mention is made of the de- 
mon-possessed. Almost invariably we 
find here that Satan’s agents were tor- 
menting or tearing or in some other way 
afflicting the bodies they occupied. 

Satan blinds the eyes of those under 
his power, for 2 Corinthians 4:4 tells 
us that “the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them.” 

we 

Finally, Satan is the great destroyer. 
The wages he pays is death (Rom. 6: 
23). In Matthew 10: 28 we read, “Fear 
not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” One of the 
very names of Satan is Abaddon, a He- 
brew name, the same as Apollyon in the 
Greek, meaning “the destroyer.” But 
thanks be unto God, if we believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and are serving 
him, we do not have to fear this great 
destroyer, for the Lord Jesus Christ 
came for the very purpose of destroying 
the works of the Devil (1 John 3:8; 
Heb. 2:14; 2 Thess. 2:8). 

ye 

There is another great truth in con- 
nection with this study in Matthew that 
we shall do well to heed. We cannot 
be our own master. Men have deceived 
themselves down through the ages into 
thinking that this was possible. One 
familiar expression of such a belief is 
the well-known poem, “Invictus,” which 
closes with the words, 

I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of my soul. 

But God’s Word teaches “to whom ye 
yield yourselves to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteous- 
ness” (Rom. 6:16). The same Epistle 
also makes it plain that all have sinned. 
Therefore all of us are now, or have 
been at some time, the servant of sin 
and Satan. Only Christ can deliver us 
from this bondage so that we may be 
free to serve the living God. The Lord 
Jesus himself said, “No man can serve two 
masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 
6:24). Whose servant are you today? 


Do I realize the privilege I have in 
serving such a Master as Christ? 


Am 1 giving him implicit obedience? 
PHILADELPHIA. 

use 
God hath promised to keep his people, 


and he will keep his promise-—From the 
Keswick Calendar, 
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lay too much weight upon him, and speak | that doubt taken from his mind, the 


|too highly in his praise. He will be all | native Indian ruler gave a splendid per- 


For Family Worship ‘y) in Heaven. Let us see to it that he is 


7 all in our hearts on-earth.”—Bishop Ryle. 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


twenty-five thousand people who took 





Riga, demanding ef the government the 
cessation of atheist influences in the 
schools. 


Wed.—Matthew 9: 10-13. Physician of Souls. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ is just as anx- 
ious to save a saved sinner from the 

“All thy garments smell of myrrh, and | power of sin in his life as he was to 
aloes, and cassia” (Psa. 45:8). Have save a lost sinner trom the guilt of sin 
you ever thought how the great funda- | when he was here on earth —and now 
mental truths of our Lord’s life cluster | for that matter. Somehow or other we 
around his garments? The undisturbed | always think of him as the Great Physi- 
chrysalis-like garment in the tomb into | cian and simply wanting to save the worst 
which John and Peter looked speak of | type of sinners, down-and-outers. But 
his resurrection; the divided garments he may need to heal with the cross some 
under the cross, of blood atonement; the | of the saints as well as the sinners, 
purple robe in Pilate’s hall, of his humil- Prayer SuccEstions: Pray for both 
iation; the towel girdle, of his humility; | ¢i¢ German Lutherans and Greek Ortho- 
the blue bordered stripe in his garment, | ¢yx Christians in Poland, The latter, as 
the hem of which the Syro-Phoenician | 7+, Ernest Gordon tells us in Tue SuN- 
woman touched, speaks of his healing | p,y ScHoot Times, are struggling: to 
power; the glittering robe on the mount, | j,aintain their own churches which the 
of his transfiguration and glory; and | Roman Catholic hierarchy is suing at 
the swaddling clothes in this lesson, of | jaw to get possession of, five hundred 
his glorious incarnation. in all, claiming that they have recognized 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: In THE SuNpay | the overlordship of the Pope. Pray that 
ScHoo. Times of December 13 Mr. Er- | the pure Gospel may be gotten to these 
nest Gordon describes the marring of a| Catholic-persecuted Catholics. 


number of German churches by free- | thurs. —Luke 20: 19-26. A Twofold Loyalty. 


thinking Communists. Pray for the ‘ 
Christians over there who are undergoing |, We cannot have a twofold loyalty in 


rohnert : Jni It will not do for a 

these indignities to their churches, and the United States. 
doubtless great persecution individually, | German citizen to be equally loyal to 
the mother country after naturalization 
Tues.—John 3 : 22-30. in America, nor for Italians to be as 
John’s Testimony Concerning Jesus. | jovaj to Mussolini as to the President 
“Let us endeavor in life and death to | of the United States; but we can have 
hold the same views of the Lord Jesus |}a double loyalty as between our native 
to which John gives expression. We can | land and the kingdom of Heaven. A mis- 
never make too much of Christ. Our | sion worker in India said recently to a 
thoughts about the Church, the ministry, | maharajah who said to him, “When you 
and the sacraments may easily become | make Christians do you destroy their 
too high and extravagant. We can never | loyalty to me?” that Christians among 
have too high thoughts about Christ, love | his subjects would be more loyal to him 
him too much, trust him too implicitly, ‘than before their conversion, and with 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 23 to March 29 
Mon.—Luke 2:1-7. The Birth of Jesus. 





| 





part ina great Bible demonstration near | 


| mission to this mission to extend its 


work in his realm. Let us never forget 
that though we must pay tribute to Cesar, 


| nevertheless we are made in the image 
| 


of God, and that His stamp is upon our 
| souls. 
| Prayer SuaGcestions: Pray that the 
| proposal, emanating from Denver, Colo., 
through an able, Hebrew lawyer there, 
for a re-examination of the trial of Jesus 
will be the instrument of bringing many 
Jews to study for themselves the claims 
of our Lord and will lead them to find 
that he is their long-rejected Messiah. 
Fri.—Acts 10 : 34-43. 
Good Tidings for All Nations. 

God chooses one of “the noblest Ro- 
mans of them all” to lead the Gentile 
procession into the kingdom. That God 
did not mean that later the vilest Gentile 
sinners may not enter is evident. The 
“Lord of all” (v. 36) is for the murder- 
ing Africaners as well as the well-born 
and respectable. Nor does verse 35 mean 
more than that Cornelius was acceptable 
to hear the full Gospel, which includes 
the life and death of Christ (see vs. 
36-39) and resurrection (vs, 40, 41), and 
that belief is necessary to salvation (v. 
43). No other message can save the 
pagan or heathen world, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. E. W. Peters of the Macedon- 
ian and Armenian Gospel Mission, Inc., 
190 South Marengo Avenue, Pasadena, 
Cal.; for an adopted Armenian orphan 
who is to enter the Los Angeles Bible 
Institute; for the Christians in Thessa- 
lonica, Greece; for immediate pressing 
material needs to be supplied. 
Sat.—Mark 2: 13-17. Hope for Sinners. 


sinners. He did not hesitate to eat in 
their homes when they made him wel- 
come. Matthew and his fellow sinners 
were the hosts on this occasion. The 
church is wasting enormous sums today 
in trying to toll the lost into the churches 
to get them saved. They will not be 





Our Lord took his message straight to 


(Lesson for March 29) MARCH 14, 1931 


thus beckoned. To make salvation ef- 
fective it must be taken into the highways 
and the hedges. 


PraYer Suacestions: Pray for Dr. G. 
G. Crozier, of Manipur, Assam, India, in 
charge of the field work of the North 
East India General Mission, developing 
what Dr. Thomas Cochrane of World 
Dominion says is one of the greatest in- 
digenous church missions in existence; 
that Dr. Crozier may push on into the 
unreached fields, avoiding, as he plans, 
competition with any other work; pray 
for the gifted Bible school boy Gawr- 
puma and the many other native workers; 
for American Secretary H. H. Coleman 
and for open doors for him to do depu- 
tation work, telling his story of one of 
the most thrilling adventures during the 
past year on the field in the annals of 
any mission (North East India General 
Mission, 1213 Pennsylvania Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa.). 

Sun.—Isaiah 35 : 5-10. 
Good Tidings Concerning the Kingdom. 

“The mirage shall become a [real] 
lake” is the literal translation of the first 
clause of verse 7. It is just one glimpse 
into the magnificent reign of Messiah 
when he shall come again to set up his 
kingdom on earth. Then the awful sor- 
rows of the Jewish people shall forever 
“flee away” (v. 10). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for four 
young people who recently accepted Christ 
near Santa Corazon, Bolivia, and for the 
conversion of the wayward oldest son of 
Honorio Massi, native teacher at Limao 


by the Inland South America Mission- 
ary Union, Inc., the Rev. Joseph A. 
Davis, Secretary, 113 Fulton Street, New 
York City. Pray for the work begun in 
the new hall at Robore, Bolivia, being 
the largest initial Gospel meeting the mis- 
sion has ever experienced. Pray for 
open doors for Secretary Davis to tell 
of his recent trip covering twenty thou- 
sand miles in Brasil, Paraguay, and Ar- 





gentina, and for Mrs. Tylee, wife of the 
martyred missionary at Juruena. 


~ 





Verde. These prayer requests are made - 
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